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REPORT.

ExcINeER'S OrricE, FIRE DEPARTMENT,
Bosroxn, January 1, 1863.

To TaE HoNORABLE MaYor anp Crry Councir :

GENTLEMEN : Agreeably to the provisions of the 8th section
of the Fire Ordinance, passed on the 20th day of August, 1861,
I herewith submit to your Honorable Board the Third Annual
Report of the Steam Fire Department, in which is contained a
list of the Officers and Members of the Department complete,
together with their ages and residence ; also an account of all

‘the apparatus under my charge ; the number of alarms of fire
since the presentation of the last Report, with an account of the
losses and insurance on the same so far as could be ascertained ;
list of the reservoirs, number of hydrants, &e., from which
water can be obtained in case of fire; also the Fire Ordinance
as passed by the City Council of 1861, and rules of the Board
of Engineers as approved by the Board of Aldermen, December,
1862, to which is appended the account of the Secretary of the
Board of Engineers of the expenditures on account of the
Department for the year ending J. anuary 1, 1863.

This Department as at present organized consists of 10 Steam
Fire Engines, 8 Horse Hose Carriages, 1 Hand Hose Carriage,
3 Hook and Ladder Carriages, 84 Horses with the various
equipments and appurtenances. The number of Members to
which the Department is entitled by the Ordinances of the City
is 252, exclusive of the Board of Engineers, divided as follows :
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10 Enginemen, 10 Firemen, 19 Drivers who are permanently
employed, and are paid monthly, and 215 Members, who do fire
duty only when alarmed, and are paid quarterly.

During the past year a mew house has been built for the
accommodation of Horse Hose Company No. 4, in Northamp-
ton Street, which for convenience and adaptation for the pur-
poses for which it was designed has no equal in this city. The
past City Government have commenced the erection of a new
house on Harrison Avenue, at the junction of Malden and
Warcham Streets, for the better accommodation of the appa-
ratus of Hook and Ladder Company No. 3, and also for the
storage of a spare Steam Fire Engine, Hook and Ladder
Carriage, and other apparatus belonging to the Department
and temporarily out of service.

The erection of this building was rendered necessary by the
decay of the old building used by Hook and Ladder Company
No. 3, on the corner of Brookline Street, and the contemplated
removal of the ¢ Miles Greenwood House,” which obstructed
that street.

Orders have also been passed for, and work commenced in,
adapting the old building on the westerly end of ¢ Scollay’s
Building” for the accommodation of Steam Fire Engine Com-
pany No. 4, now located in the basement of the City Hall,
Court Square.

Within the past year thirty-one Reservoirs have been
thoroughly cleaned. and so arranged that water can be sup-
plied to them from the Cochituate water pipes ; they are located
as follows, viz : —

CITY PROPER.

Brattle Street, corner of Brattle Square.

Court Square, opposite southeast corner of the Court House.
Federal Street, corner of Channing.

Summer Street, opposite South Church.

Union, opposite North Street.

FIRE DEPARTMENT.

‘Washington, corner of East Castle Street.

Washington Street, opposite Old Franklin School House
Washington Street, opposite the Gas House. :
‘Washington Street, corner of Northampton Street.

SOUTH BOSTON.

Broadway, near Dorchester Avenue.
Broadway, corner of A Street.

Broadway, near B Street.

Broadway, opposite Baptist Church.
Broadway, opposite Hawes School.
Broadway, opposite Blind Asylum.

B, corner of Fourth Street.

D Street, near Broadway.

Dorchester Street, opposite Broadway.

E Street, northeast corner from Lyceum Hall.
Fourth Street, corner of Dorchester Avenue.
Fifth Street, corner of Dorchester Avenue
Old Road, on sidewalk of the Church. :
Second, corner of Dorchester Street.

EAST BOSTON.

Cottage, near Sumner Street.

Chelsea, nearly opposite Decatur Street.

Merfdian Street, opposite Lyman School House
Meridian, near corner of Princeton Street. .
Monmouth, near corner of Marion Street.

Saratoga Street, cover 24 feet opposite Nos. 27 and 29
Sumner Street, opposite school-house. :
Trenton, between Marion and Brooks Streets

Webster Street, opposite Lamson’s house. : °

oo:.’his completes this application so far as East Boston is
pmee:n:d :e leaves six in South Boston and seventy in the city
per to arranged — and I would respectfully recommend
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the continuance of the work in the same manner as has pre-
viously been adopted, viz: an appropriation of about three
thousand dollars during: the present year for this specific pur-
pose, which will complete about one third of what remains.

I am again under the necessity of representing for the third
year the need of a more adequate supply of water on the 4th
Section at East Boston, hoping that the matter will receive the
early attention of the new Government.

APPARATUS.

During the past year two new Steam Fire Engines have been
purchased. One— quite a light engine— has been located at
the foot of Mount Vernon Street, on River Street, in place of
the Hose Carriage previously located at this point, and the
other has been placed in Purchase Street in place of Engine
No. 7, which last has been thoroughly repaired and is kept as
a relief. :

I would respectfully recommend that Engine No. 6 (on
account of her weight) and No. 8 (on account of being unre-
liable) be exchanged for Engines of the Amoskeag Manufac-
turing Company’s styles.

It has been for a long time apparent to all having in any
way connection with this Department that the miserable style
of buildings allowed to be constructed, and the unrestricted
alterations of buildings, is tending toward bad effects upon our
Department, for we are annually called to mourn the loss of
life from this criminality on the part of persons owning such
property.

I would in this connection urge upon the Government some
legislation whereby this abuse may be prevented, and the lives
of our Department made more secure.

We have cause for congratulation at the change of our
Department from Hand to Steam, — for, with the old system, it
would have been difficult to have kept sufficient members for
duty during the events of the past year.

FIRE DEPARTMENT. 3 q.

During the past year 29 of the 250 members of this Depart-
ment have gone into the United States service,— a service
scarcely more dangerous than that which they left. Many
of them have risen to positions of trust and honor, while some
few have offered up their lives on the altar of devotion to their .
country.

It is with pleasure that I revert to the uniform good conduct
of the members of this Department, and commend this branch
of the Government to your fostering care.

A new house is much needed at East Boston for the accom-
modation of Hook and Ladder Carriage No. 2, which is now
accommodated in an old wooden shed which is small and un-
comfortable.

HOSE.

We are still in want of a supply of Hose. The old 2-inch
Hose formerly in use by the Hand Engine Department has
been nearly all used up, and much faster than the 2%-inch
Hose has been furnished. It is as important that this article
should be kept in good order as it is that we should have good
Engines. i

All of which is respectfully submitted by your obedient ser-

vant,

GEORGE W. BIRD,
Chicf Engincer.




ENGINEERS.

CHIEY ENGINEER.
GEORGE W. BIRD, 15 Indiana Place.

ASSISTANT ENGINEERS.

JOSEPH DUNBAR . . . 83 Princeton Street, E. Boston.
NATHANIEL W. PRATT . 24 Gouch Street.

DAVID CHAMBERLIN . « 91 Tyler Street.

ZENAS E. SMITH A 3 601 Tremont Street.

JOHN 8. DAMRELL . . . * 28 Anderson Street.
WILLIAM A. GREEN . g 86 Friend Street.

GEORGE BROWN . g > Silver, near D St., So. Boston.
CHARLES C. HENRY . ’ 30 Hawley Street.

JOHN W. REGAN . & v 7 Province House Court.

SECRETARY OF THE BOARD OF ENGINEERS.

GEORGE H. ALLEN s . 14 Indiana Place.

All of the above offices are filled annually by the City Council, in con-
currence, in the months of January or February. Sece Fire Ordinance,
Section 2.

FIRE DEPARTMENT. 9

STEAM FIRE ENGINE, No. 1.

HOUSE ON BROADWAY, NEAR DORCHESTER STREET, SOUTH BOSTON.

Members. | 3 | Residence.

1 Perry Alfred H., Engineman,| 29 | Rear 326 Broadway.
2 Cheney Chas. W., Fireman, | 27 | 64 B Street.

3 Cummings Amos, Driver, | 31 | Rear 326 Broadway.
4 Lathe Appleton, Foreman of

Hose, 37 | Athens, near D Street.
& Fowler Henry B., Hoseman, | 31 | Second, corner of F Street.
6 Fowler Joseph W., < 26 | 190 Fourth Street.
7 Hallett Daniel, “ 86 | 123 Second Street.
8 Lucas B. Frank, 5 26 | Sixth, near E Street.
9 Porter Thoras C., 26 | 196 Third Street.
10 Tirrill Nathaniel H., « 30 | Fourth, near D Street.

<«
«©

11 Wright Frederick W., ¢ 5 Lyndon Street.

The Engineman, Fireman, and Driver are permanently employed ;
these, together with eight h allowed by the Fire Ordinance, who
do duty only when alarmed, constitute the company.

This Engine was built at the Boston Locomotive Works, from plans
of J. M. Stone, is a reciprocating Engine, and in many respects sim-
ilar to the machines of Reany and Neafy, of Philadelphia. Steam
Cylinder 8} inches in diameter; Water Pump 5 inches in diameter
and 13-inch stroke ; Heating Surface 184} square feet.

This Company was organized, and the Engine put in service, Decem-
ber 19, 1859.

The weight of this Engine, as it appears from the weigher's certificate,
including the three permanent members of the company, is eighty-cight
hundred and sixty pounds, and the weight of the Hose Carriage attached,
with 300 feet of 2}-inch Hose, is nine hundred and eighty pounds,
making a total weight of nine thousand eight hundred and forty pounds
as the apparatus is drawn to fives,

The returns of the Company show the t of duty performed by
]? during the twelve months ending December 1, 1862, to be as fol-

81—

pparatus called from the house for alarms -
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Whole number of times Engine was worked at fires, 19.
Whole number of hours Engine was worked at fires, 303
The Company were on duty, including alarms at which apparatus
was not used, 611 hours.
‘The Engine has been out of service during the same period for the
purpose of repairs and alteration, 103 hours.
The following is a list of the property helonging to the City, and
entrusted to this Company, as returned by the clerk: —
One Engine, with 22 feet of Suction Hose, complete.
One Hose Carriage.
Two Horses,
One set of Wheel Harnesses,
One Lead Harness.
Three Street Blankets.
Three Stable Blankets with Surcingles.
Three Halters,
Six hundred feet 23-inch Cotton Hose.
Two hundred feet 23-inch Rubber Hose.
One hundred feet 2-inch Leather Hose.
Six Pipes.
Three Goosenecks.
Two Fire Axes.
Two Hydrant Wrenches.
Five Lanterns.
Six sets Belts and Spanners.
Two Monkey Wrenches.
Four Hose Caps.
Fifty feet small Rubber Hand Hose with pipe.
Four Iron Bedsteads.
Four Hair Mattresses.
Four Palm Leaf Mattresses,
Sixteen Sheets.
Eight Pillow Cases.
Four New Bed Spreads.
Four Old Bed Spreads.
Four Bed Blankets.
One Table.
Eleven Chairs.

-

k‘f'i;“ WA

- One Iron Bar and Poker.

Two Stoves with pipe complete.

One Coal Hod.

One Ash Barrel.

One Copper Boiler.

One Large Basket.

One large and three small Oil Cans.
One large and one small Fluid Can.

- One Mop Pail.

One Feather Duster.

One Dust Brush.

Two Hand Saws.

Two Wash Basins.

Three Buckets.

One Hand Brush.

One Bench Vice.

Seven Files.

Twenty-five pounds Cotton Waste.
Three pounds Hemp Packing.
One Jack Screw.

Two spare Wheels.

One Hay Cautter.

One Grain Chest.

One Feed Trough.

Two Shovels,

Two Forks.

One Currycomb and Brush.
One Whip.

Six Reducing Couplings.
Two Increasing Couplings.
One Outlet Cap.

Four Hose Lines.

One Stable Broom.

One Corn Broom.

One Grain Measure,

One set Blocks and Rope.
One spare Whiffletree.

One spare Engine Pole.

FIRE DEPARTMENT.

11
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One Ash Pan.

One pair Step-Ladders.

One set spare Volute Springs.

Two Wrenches for Engine.

One set Hand Engine Runners.

One set Steam Engine Runners.

One half barrel Soft Soap.

One Coupling for supplying fresh water.
Fifteen small Wrenches for Engine.
Two Flue Scrapers.

Fifteen Window Shades and Fixtures.
Ten feet Heater Pipe for Engine.

One Butt Strap.

One Suction Hose Rope.

Two hundred pounds Hard Coal.
Eighteen hundred pounds Soft Coal.
Six feet of Wood.

One Fire Alarm Apparatus.

One Signal Bell.

FIRE DEPARTMENT. 13

STEAM FIRE ENGINE, No. 2.

HOUSE ON FOURTH STREET, BETWEEN K AND L STREETS.

Residence.

%
Members. I &%

1" Weston Daniel, Zngineman, | 89 | Fifth, near L Street.

2 Gault James B., Fireman, | 36 | K, near Seventh Street.

3 Jones Moses A., Driver, 28 | Fourth, near G Street.

4 Chambers James, Foreman
of Hose, 39 | K, near Eighth Street.

5 Bail George W., Hoseman, | 28 | Seventh, cor. Dorchester Street.

6 Brown John, x5 32 | O, near Fifth Street.

7 Best William E., # 33 | K, near Ninth Street.
8 Lord Jeremiah B., 41 | Third, near Dorchester Street.
9 Rand William, s 36 | Telegraph, near Dorchester St.
10 Smith David, “ 40 | Silver, o (e
11 Twiss, Daniel H.,, 29 | Athens, e "

The Engineman, Fireman, and Driver are permanently employed ;
these, together with eight Hosemen, allowed by the Ordinance of the
City, who do duty only when alarmed, constitute the entire company.

This Engine was built by the Amoskeag Manufacturing Company, at
Manchester, N. H.

It has one Steam Cylinder 8 inches in diameter, and one double-act-
ing vertical plunger Pump of 43 inches in diameter and 12-inch stroke.
At a fair working speed it will discharge 350 gallons of water per
minute,

- A water tank to carry a supply of water for the boiler makes a part
 of the Engine, and a fuel basket or tender of sufficient size to carry
fuel for two hours’ consumption is attached to the machine.
ls’ﬁ.[’(l;ia company was organized and put into service September 17,

The weight of this Engine, as it appears from the weigher’s certifi-
cates, including the three p t bers of the company, is five
ﬂlon?nnd nine hundred and fifty pounds, and the weight of the Hose

- Carriage with the usual complement of Hose, is seven hundred and

twenty N“n‘f:;‘:aking a total of sixty-six hundred and seventy pounds,
g to







