


THIRD ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF
FIRE COMMISSIONERS, FOR THE YEAR END-
ING APRIL 30rm, 1876.

OrricE oF THE BoArRD oF FIRE COMMISSIONERS,
" Crry Havr, Bosrton, June, 1876.

To His Honor the Mayor and the City Council: —

GENTLEMEN, — The Board of Fire Commissioners have
thie honor to submit their third annual report of the condition
of the department under their charge, of the expenditures
during the year ending April 30th, 1876, together with the
record of fires and losses during ‘the same perlod

The past year has been a smgulally uneventful one. It
has been marked by no great and disastrous fires, no large
destruction of property by fire, and no loss of life in conse-
quence of fire. On the contrary, the aggregate loss on
buildings and contents amounts to less than $550,000 —a
loss smaller than has been recorded for many years. But
- the record of the year is not without interest, as showing
an essential progress in all that goes to make the depart-
- ment what it should be.

The general sense of security, which is in people’s minds to-
day and is manifested in numberless ways, is most desirable
provided it is well founded in fact, and in so far as it is
founded upon the condition of the Fire Department there
seems no reason to think that this confidence in the ability
and efficiency of the officers and members of the depart-
ment is misplaced.

The organization of the force remains the same th b\ 1;, ;‘ 1,

was a y'ear ago, except that Engine Co. No. 22, at that )
located on Parker street, has been changed from a " cal'l 2 to
a “ permanent company,” as was then proposed, and now
occupies the new house on Dartmouth street. ' ¢

The total force of officers and men, when all V&Q‘ljulps
are filled, consists of, — P iy
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Officers and men permanently employed, 292
[ ¢ & doing duty only at fires, 368

660

The only additions to the force proposed are Chemical
Engine Company No, 6, which is to occupy the new house
near Allston station the 1st of May, and Chemical Engine Co.
No. 7, which will occupy the house at West Roxbury vil-
e lage when finished, and take the place of Hand Engine Com-
B gny No. 2, Centre street. A more detailed statement of
{1 e 0 !}

ization will be found in Appendix A, page 6.
R In the matter of appointments and the gove’rnment of the

force the, Board have followed out the methods and prin-
ciples fully described in former reports, and with very
R satisfactory results. While the discipline has not been
i relaxed, the number of dismissals for intoxication and bad
conduct has been but 13, as compared with 31 dismissals
the year before for the same causes. It is still a matter of
regret that so many are forced to leave the service for such
reasons. As usual, the use of intoxicating liquors is the
cause of almost all the extreme cases of discipline.

the City Physician, for his services in making the physical
examination of all appointees of the department, anlgmﬁ

one for which he receives no compensation.

Housks,

- The buildings occupied by the department are now in
good condition. In addition to the ordinary general repairs
required every year, considerable alterations and more ex-
 tensive repairs have been made in several of the houses, to

provide more suitable quarters for the permanent companies

om&eying them.

- well ed or commodious enough, and was
and materially altered. The expediency of selling
it and building a more spacious one on another lot at

 con deredt;h:mt, ther% endation of the Board,

The Board have again to thank Dr. Samuel A. Green,' ;

reoogniﬁon is the more due, as the duty is self-imposed, and

ouse on Wall street, occupied by Engine Co. No. 6,

the stables of several of the houses, which is
‘benefit to the horses, and makes a gainmtha
( ‘hitch up. The horses stand at all times
towards the apparatus, and the instant that
the door of each stall (which is its front)
horse moves rapidly forward to his proper

in purchasing the land, and acquiring
the three houses ordered by the City
, one at Egleston square, one near Allston
est Roxbury village, have not been
near Allston station is finished, -sm}
the 1st of May by Chemical Engine Co.
Egleston square will be ready by
occupied by Chemical Engine (
cated = private building.

%)ﬂherepﬁiﬁmdaltemﬁm,ha )

it is so moderate an amount, in view

to the fact that almtgt the m

med by the permanently employed
i with the system

in acco: i
mentioned in the last report.
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In service. Inreserve. Total.

Tt will either be sold or exchanged for

Aerial ladder . 1 1 . g
%Eﬂ’&':‘;;gg: ¥ i . i 1 ; g new apparatus has been added during the

ol goall ns . 3 . . CRBE 16

S upply wagons . 2 1 '3

b Engineers’ wagons 4 4 Uda Aerial Ladder.

e Buggy . ¥ 1 1 quﬁage, usual pattern.

Hose pungs . 32 82 (Champion).

Jobbing pungs » . . : LA 3 d Hose Carriage. %

: Engineers’ sleighs . 2 ¥ vl Ui 5 der (Extension).

More than the usual amount of repairing of apparatus has
it been found necessary, and nearly all of it has been done in the
f apparatus repair shop. Engine No. 18 has been in great
iy * part built over, at an expense to the city of $1,800, and is

\d ladder carriage was made in the department

Uda Aerial Ladder is well known as a self-
of 100 feet in length, already in use in

¥ now nearly as good as new. Under the head of “ Apparatus 1,;391- cities. It has every appearance of
3 Repair Shop ” will be found a more detailed account of the stability, and has been thorou%lhly tested. It is
work done. The wheels and axles of the apparatus are the v fire, but is kept in the heart of the city

Kam most fretﬂ‘lently needing repair. ~The carrying of such
eavy loads at high speed over the rough pavements and car-
tracks is destructive in the extreme to ordinary running
gear. To meet this excessive strain all new wheels and
Bt axles required to replace those which have given out have
K been e stronger and heavier. Another and equally im-
) portant step taken has been the adoption of standard axle
) arms and wheels for the several classes of apparatus, so that

h of the ordinary ladders.

~confidence in its reliability.

perfectly well upon any other one, of one four-wheeled hose with fewer men and in less

got at a moment’s notice. Its value will be
event of a fire in one of the hlg};;r build-

ere has

odhn% for its use since its purchase, but

It is in

and Ladder Company No. 8, who are
e in putting the several sections together
The Bangor extension ladder is intended
the wheels of one engine or hook and ladder carriage will go o of the common splice ladder. It is claimed

time, and

B carriage on any other, etc. The importance of such a pos- stiffer than the splice.

~ + sible interchange of corresponding parts is self-evident ngine estimated for was not purchased,
) . with a department so large as this. It is only neces- ‘Engine No. 18 made the purchase of a
g sary to keep on hand a surplus of parts, such as poles, :

e whiffletrees, springs, forward and hind axles complete, proved for the coming year the

wheels, wheel-boxes, ete., and in fact all parts that most
_ frequently give out, so that if any one of them breaks
its place can be promptly supplied, and the piece of
apparatus continue in service as before the accident. The
broken is repaired at leisure. Each builder has his own
stan: , and with apparatus from so many different builders

spondi . The plan of reduci
- to the zgnign_“rms standards involves considerable expense, but
ustified by the great advantages gained. It will, how ;
done gradually. U ; » )
W i) Ou .‘.7’ | [C 1

is r?ddiﬁoml hose carriages and light
can made at the repair shop. It is
1 ugh engines and ladder carriages

the use of Engine Co. No. 21
. s The experience of the
i there is always great variation in the dimensions of corre- favorable opinion of that
all the apparatus have for ::;x_’erﬁme enter-
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~ this not reliable hose is roughly estimated at
the whole, thus: —
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SteaM HEATERS.

The steam-circulating heaters (coal-burning) in use have
proved so safisfactory that seven more of the same pattern
have been obtained. The gas-burning heaters have all been
abandoned and their place supplied by the new coal-burners.
At present twenty-one of the engines are furnished with
them. The consumption of coal is something less than a
‘ton a month for each heater. There is no question of their
value.

Hose..

‘The number of feet of hose of all kinds, on hand and in
use, is somewhat more than was reported a year ago, and is
as follows : —

Leather hose 3 § g ¢ . 22,496 feet.
Cotton ¢ ; . 5 5 L 495,910 T
Rubber ¢ f o » s 4 s 222 41) e
¢« ¢«  (Chem. Engine) % A PR VTt
Total ¢ 2 s 3 d . 74,022 ¢

A considerable quantity of hose of all kinds has been con-
demned as entirely unserviceable, and most of it sold. The
new hose purchased during the year is as follows : —

Etton jey .t P R R A R TaT R
BHUBGE 07y G e o N R R T R e

Total . . . y . S8 TR €

As has been stated in former reports, any estimate of the
quality of the hose in use is at best an approximation. The

~length of time it has been in use is perbaps as good a means

as any, except actual test, of determinipg its strength, for it is
a fact now well established that all hose, but especially rubber
hose, deteriorates steadily, whether in actual use or not, and
many think quite as rapidly in the store-house as it does in
use at fires. The only means of ascertaining the amount of
deterioration is to burst the hose. The life of rubber hose
may in a general way be given at six years, but if the hose
is made of inferior materials it will not last half that time.
It is not intended to keep in service in the department any

~ hose which will not stand at least a pressure of 100 pounds

on the square inch, but there will always be some so near to
this point that a slight additional strain will burst it; and
 per ce: ;
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Honéns.

tment has been and is at present well equipped
The number now in service is 134, in-
used for the Fire-Alarm Telegraph. The
> in service April 30th, 1875, was 126.  During the
. has died from disease, four have been sold or
d twelve have been purchased. ;
1 health is now excellent. During the month
e epizootic disease appeared, but in a much
n it had on its former appearance in 1872.
the horses in the department 94 were a.ﬂ'ectefl
s by the disease ; and of these 22 appeared seri-
72 slightly, affected. About a half-dozen were
th or more, some 40 were sick for a fortnight, and
bout aweek. Whenever a horse was clearly unfit
lace was filled by a fresh horse; but as 1;;25
nd appeared in good spirits, he was exercise
,used“‘:? the apparatus was called out. It did
uch use was injurious to the horse. Nome
of the disease. The trﬁatmerai; was sim-
es being used, the main reliance being upon
gen,tlengexercise and nursing. Generally all
' one stable would be affected if one was;
cases one of a pair would be ill, while the other

: APPARATUS REPAIR Snor.

repair shop has proved a complete success.
a large amount of work has been done in
terations of apparatus, in new apparatus, in
ildings, and in Fire-Alarm Telegraph work.
ed out is believed to be of the very best qual-
ow the economy of sound materials and
anship. In addition to the workmen regu-
‘a considerable number from the permanent
the amount of work to be done, have
to work in the shop. They respond to
and the city has the advantage of their

as of their services in case of fire. The
, show the character and amount







