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REPORT

OF THE

(HIEF ENGINEER OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT.

S N—

Roxsury, FEB. 1, 1854.

To the Homorable the Mayor and Aldermen, and Common
Counceil, .

GENTLEMEN :—Agreeable to the requirements of the Fire Or-
dinance, I herewith present my Annual Report of the state and
condition of the Engine-houses, Engines and Apparatus, with a
list of the officers and members attached to the Fire Department,
with their ages and residences, the number of Reservoirs, their
location and condition; also the number of Fires and Alarms
within the City from Feb: 1st, 1853, to February 1st, 1854,
with the amount of Loss and Insurance. :

The Department consists of 5 Engineers and 192 Firemen ;
there are 5 Engines and 6 Hose Carmnages, 1 Hook and Ladder
Carriage, 134 feet of Suction Hose, 3,450 feet of Leading Hose.

The Department has been called out the past year 81 times,
from the following causes:—fires, 26 times; false alarms, 11
times ; bursting of camphene lamps, 2 times ; burning of chimneys,
3 times ; ringing of factory bells, 8 times ; alarms originating out
of the City, 31 times. The Loss by Fire amounts to $58,340 ;
the Insurance on the same to $49,800.

The Engine-houses, Engines and Fire Apparatus generally, are
in good condition, with the exception of the Hook and Ladder
Carriage and Ladders. The Carriage, I believe, was built in

1829, and has well served the purpose for which it was designed ;

but in consequence of the increased number of high buildings in
the City, the Department are often subjected to great incon-
venience for the want of proper ladders. I recommend that the
present Carriage be sold as soon as opportunity offers, and a new
one purchased, with suitable ladders.

Respectfully submitted,
A. S. PARKER, Chief Engineer.

Ixn BoArp oF ALDERMEN, FEB. 27, 1854,

Referred to the Committee on Accounts, with instructions to print such
parts of the Report and accompanying papers as they deem expedient.
Sent down for concurrence.

i JOSEFH W. TUCKER, City Clerk.

Ix Common Couxcir, Marcu 6, 1854.

Concurred.
JOSHUA SEAVER, Clerk.






