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"FEARLESS BOSTON FIREMEN

Who Take All Kinds of Chances

A SERIES OF PERSONAL STORIES

DISTRICT CHIEF WILLIAM COULTER

“While 1 have had many narrow es-
capes and have been where the courage
of firemen was often put to the acld
test, no sight that I ever witnessed af-
fected me as did the fire in the Arcadia
1ndzine house on Washington st., Dec
23, 1913.

*I have had my narrow escapes, just
like many other members of the depart-
ment, and am fortunate to be able to

relate them, but they failed utterly of
astirring me as on December morning
when I pulled up to the Arcadla, in com-
mand otp Truek 3.

“How the members of my company, as
well as other companies, tried to save
the inmates is a story that has often
been told. That in Itself was heart-
rending, but after the flames had been
extinguished and we went in to bring
out the dead, we were confrontsd with
s task that was the most grewsome and
trying that I think that I was ever
called upon to perform. I will never
forget it.”

District Chief Coulter has been fight-
ing the flames since 1583, being one of
the veterans of the force. However, he
is still on the Job in the city proper,
having charge of a very busy district.
He was promoted to lleutenant in 1880,
captain in 1265 and district chief in 1914,
“The mannar in which Cant Coulter con-
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WILLIAM COULTER,
District Chief.

ducted the removal of the bodies from
the Arcadia was approved by the Grand
The  teport. 1t made after s Tvesdige
ade after its investiga-
tion of the fire. sviga
Capt Coulter has commanded many
busy companies, and firemen young and
old describe him as a ‘‘great jake,”
which in the lingo of the firefighters
mesns that he {s an A Ne. 1 Sreman.
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