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‘FEARLESS BOSTON FIREMEN

Who Take All Kinds of Chances

A SERIES OF PERSONAL STORIES.

DISTRICT CHIEF STEPHEN J. RYDER

>} have been tighung fires 2bout a0
vears, have lheen cauxht in many tizht
places, and whiie 1 have been close to
deatl: often and withessed mu-h misety
as thz result of fire. there have reen <o
many pleasant incidents in my career
and I bavc made so manv friends that
I am gilad that 1 took the position.

*1 speni several vears at Fort Hill sq
and of course that meant work—strenu-
ous fire dutv Later 1t Engine 15, whare
I was the lieutenant, and as captain of
th2 doable company on Congrass st
1 wax in the thick of it

“Excitement or thrill, whichever yvou
might <nose. i3 a fireman's middle
name. I have had my share of the thnils
and excitement. The first blow on the
tapper zets some of the boys

“All of us are eager to go nhead and
naturally after serving as lieutenunt for
several years, I was anxlors to get
another vugle. It carne mv way in Feb-
ruary, 1885, when I was named to take
command of the Congress st double
compuny. I succeeded Copt James H.
Victory. who with Lieut Gottwald and
three_other membere of that company
and Dist Chief Egan had been killed
at the Merrimae st &re.

“You can imagine how I jsnust have
felt on taxing command of that strick-
en company. 1 guess that anybody
would ‘feel that congratulations were
notLg\ m-d.er on such an occasion as

Dist Chief Stephen J. Ryder is now

STEPHEN 1. RYDER
Distriet Chief.

in command of the 3d District with
headquarters in the house of Ladder 18
Pittsburg st When Deputy Chief Taber
is awav he relieves him ig service at
Tort Hill =q, Engine 15 and the Con-
gress st double company was of the
highest tyne. For three years he com-
manded District 7, embracing the lumber
gistrict and lodging house section of
the South End. In 1903 he was sent to
IDistrict S, Roxbury, remaining tnere
until January, 1915, when he came down
town again.
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