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"FEARLESS BOSTON FIREMEN

Who Take All Kinds of Chances

A SERIES OF PERSONAL STORIES

CAPT WILLIAM F. FIELD
ENGINE 28

“Many thrilling moments are experi-
enced during a service of It years in
the department, particularly in the
down-town congested district. One inci-
dent which I don’t have to recall, as it is
engraven on my mind, occurred at the
Smith-Patterson fire in 1897, corner ol
Summer and Hawley sts.

“Three alarms were given. I was a
hoseman on Engine 26, the first com-
pany at the fire. We groped our way
along the first floor, closely followed by

men of Engine Company 7. Our atm was
to reach: the open basement stalrs to at-
tack the fire.

“Both companies were led by the late
Chief Egan. When we were about half
way down the stairs, through choking
amoke, a sheet of flame suddenly swept
acro~s the basement directly towards
us. The smoke and hot air chased all

hands back up the stairs. [ fell exhaust- |
Later I regalned my or;

ed in the rush.
senses on the sidewalk.

“I pwe my harrow escape to the late
Chief John Egan, whom, [ learned,
iragged me along the floor to the door,
where he fell into the arms of members
»f Fngine 25.

“In the fall of 1958 I was licutenant on
Engine 3 at the St Augustine Parochial
School tire in South Boston. While work-
ng our line of hose in the rear part of
he building a section of the roof fell,
:arrying a portion of a floor with it,
inder which our company’s line was
vorking.

“Capt Murphy, later district chief, now
-etired, saw tire gainingto the rear of
1s. We shifted to attack fit,.and 1t
roved a lucky shift for us, as more of
he roof collapsed, carrying about two-
hirds of the floor above us with it. We

CAPT WILLIAM F. FIELD.

‘were enveloped in smoke. Fortunatel
| we were guided to the open air by mem.
bers of another company and later re-
'sumed our work in a safer position That
incwdent 1s indehbly written In iy mem-

Y.

“I was Heutenant on Engine the
first company to reach the Areadia Jnds-
ing liouse fire, where the Ines of over
20 panr persons were lost. Flames were
tearing through the builling on our ar-
rivin. Knowins what it contamed was
nerve-raching to s43y the least  Muck
has been said and written of thit sad
holocaust, and | hope [ will neier ba
an eye-witness to such a «ight again.
Stitl, firemen have to face the unexpect-
ed 1n their dally occupation.®

-

Capt Feld was appointed to the de-
partinent in September, 1., and as-
sixned to Engine 5, where hc remained
until promoted to lieutenunt, May I8,
1908, and assigned to Engine Company 2
He was promoted to captain Sept 1, 1915,
and assigned to Engine 28.
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