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EARLY BOSTON - FIRES.

March 16th, 1630, the First
+ Recorded Fire Date. .

Ladders and a Pole with a Swah Ahout
the First Fire Weapons Used.

Frequency of Fires Caused a Fire Board
to bo Formed in 1718." -

, The first Boston fire of which record
is made occorred’ on March 16, .1630.
Gov Winthrop, in describing it, says:
#About noon the chimney of Thomas
Sharp's house took fire, the splinters
licing not clayed at the top; and taking
the thatoh hurned it down. The wind
being northwest, drove the fire to Mr
Coulburn’'s house, being a — rods off,
and burned that down also, which were

a8 good and as well furnished as the, lR

most on the plantation.”

Other fires causing damage in the en-
sulng years, the town becume alarmed

nd; orders were issued in 1653 to cause
ireétar security to the inhabitants.
These were that each house should be
provided with ladders to reuch to the
ridpe, as well as with a _pole 12 feet long
with-a swab at the end of it. Monthly
finesd were imposed on the householders
who did not immediately comply with
nh.g order,

Yhe :selectmen; too, were- to ‘furnish
i long ladders, to be placed outside
the ‘meeting house, and to be ‘branded
Blth the town mark.

At the same time the right was
given Willlam Frankflin to build a cis-
torn, 12 feet or more deep, to hold water.
This stood at what is now the corner
of State and Exchange sts.

Fur 15 years, until January, 1678, these
were the only available precautions
against’ the spread of fire. Then by a
vote of the selectmen a fire engine was
brought over from England. This was
a rude primitive affair, and was under
the management of a carpenter, named,
strangely enough, Thomas Atkins. At-
kins had 12 assistants under him. .

Some-dispute arose as to its location,
but it was finally housed_ in a shed on
the town’s land on Queen’.st (Court.st),
stenr which swas subsequnently - built
the prison. Hence it was called “Ye
enrglne by ye-nrison.” -

t was first used on Aug 8, 1699, at a
fire which raged till the following
noon, destroying 170 buildings and sev-
cral vessels. Owing to its crude na-
ture, "this first engine was wholly in-
gdequute to oppose the progress®of the
re.

About this time two men, Edward Da-
wis and Joscph Gridley, were employed
as bellmen, and originated the fire pa-

ttrol, From midinght until § o'clock in
the morning they walked nbout the
town, examining extraordinary lights,
and, if necessary, glving an alarm.

Toward the close or 1579 the work of
incendiaries became so conspicyous that
& town watch was set to contend with
hem. The town was diylded into four

rters, consisting eacir'of two wards.

,each quarter were placed four barrels
of' powder, six hand engines (not to be
gompared with the fire engine) and two
Crooks.

In Beptember a Frenchman, Peter
Lorphelin, was imprisoned on suspicion
by the court of assistants, owing .to
rash language which ne made use of
while a serious fire was going on. His
hox and papers hedng searched, strange
ﬂlngs came to light: Crucibles, smelt-

pan, strong shears to clip money,
clippings of Massachusetits moncy and
. other instruments. On this evidence he
wuge sentenced to stand two hours in the
pillary, to have both ears cut off, to give

a hond of £500 and to pay costs. Not-

withstanding this, firebugs kept on at

thelr work.

- 8aon, with the growth of the town.
more engines became necessary. In 1707
Capt David Mason procured from Eng-
land a second engine, as well as ma-
terfal for a third. These were con-
structed of wood, with iron loons. Oth-
ers followed, until in 1796 there were-as
many as 12 engines in Boston.

Despite the new engines, a bad fire
BGt under way on Oct 2, 1711. Starting
where & woman was picking oakum on
Corunhlll (a nart of Washington st), it
rapidly spread to School st. Dock sq
and, Pudding lane (Devonshire st.) FHad
the Globe office been in existence it
must surely have fallen. As it was, the
postoffice, on Washington_st, near State,
was_destreyed, and 110 families wele
rendered homeless,

Az the old meeting house became
threatened, a- number of sailors climbed
the roof to save the bell. They were
cut off, and perished in the ruins,

Several citizens were killed and great
horror added to the scene by the blow-
ing up of several buildings_for safety.

Increase Mather, seizing his oppor-
tunity, came uut directly with a sermon
In which he said: ‘‘But has not God’s
holy day been profaned in New Eng-
land? Has it not been so in Boston
this last summer more than ever since
there was a Christian here? Have not
builens been carried  through the
atreets on the Sabbath day? Have not
bakers, carpencers and other tradesmen
heen employad on servile work cn the
Sabbath dny? When I saw this. ...
my heart ‘sald, W!l not the Lord for
thiz kir-la g fire In Roston?"’

Although this effort, entitled “Burn-
ings Rewayled,” fatled to bring much
:"""0"‘""" 't'l‘ "u.'t horn‘:leﬂﬁ. ~ ayhserin-

on amounting to about £700

mg{"e a\lxcbesstf‘ul. proved

ortly a board of fire wards w
c¢reated by the general court. It w:::
the duty of these men. assuming their
dbadge of office, to proceed to the spot
where a firc was hurning. and there to
taka charge of affairs, to demand as-
- nistance and to blow up houses if
necessary. ‘The penaity of refusing

them was 10 days’ imprisonment or a
.finc_of 10 shillings, to be distributed
. Rmong those wio suffered from the fire,
s o+ The first board was farmed of Cant
"John Ballentine Cant Timothy Clark.

apt Edward Winslow, Capt Edward
AMnartyn, Stophen Minot. Samuet Green-

- wood. John Greenough, J. Pollard
omas Les and Willinm Lowder. '

, Thelr badge was 1 rod staff five feet
long, tipped with a bright brass spire

S

“onSent S,
n_Sep 5 the first |8 -
tion began. It was rorm:d ﬂ‘fﬁr"ﬁ?ﬁf&il
ald ‘in case it should please Almighty
god to permit the breaking nut of g
reln Boston, where we live.”™ Through-
o0t the century these assoclatfons in.
creased greatly 'in popularity snd in

:mbers and rendere
) g;‘ et d great assistance

Meetings were held quarterl
taverns, a supper usually mlm&ﬁé :g:
transaction of businese.” A bill
of these meetings. held at the “Bunch
of Grapes™ In 1733, reads as follows:

£

]

S q

&

bl

Feur bottles portor ..... L. é
This document d o

. nt was drawn upon th
a:‘c‘ﬁ.got a playing card—the king o%

* Up to-the year 1739 the only recom-
, pense that firemen had received was

eing excused from military duty.
. Then an order was passed tending to
, }gg‘:yse their activity. It read as fol-

“That for the encouragement of the
 respedtive companies belonging to the
sgveral fire engines in this town ang to
stimulate them to their duty in extin-
EUIBhing of fires, as there may he oc=
casion, there be and hereby is allowed
Ayt of the town treasury the sum of

five pounds. to the company of such
fire engines as shall first be brought
to work upon any house or building
that shall be on fire.”

‘Phis system of premiums was {n vogue
unttl regular compensation to firemen
was ifnaugurated. - - -

In addition to these premiums fire-
men were exempted from jury duty.

—

During the month of March, 1760, a
memorable series of flres occurred, con-
cluding with one on the 20th, said at
that time to have been the most dread-
ful one ever seen in North America. The
first. was on St Patrlek’s day. and
started in a joiner's shop in West Bos-
ton. Though the entire department was
called out,:a strong northeast wind. so
scattered the flames that great dam-
age was done before the fire was under
control.

The next day the performance was
repeated, this time at James Griffin’s
(Liverpool) whart. Here a building used
by- the-royal artillery as a laboratory
took fire. Powder blew up the buflding,
wounding a number of men, while
grenades and small arms exploded, the
‘t:oncuss&on being felt throughout - the
own.

Two’ days later occurred the great

re. It began at 2 o’clock in_the morn-
ing at the house of a Mrs Jackson on
Cornhill (Washington st, opposite Will-
fams ct), from some’ undiscovered cause.
apidly running from building to bulld-
ng, "it pretty - thoroughly cleaned.out
the neighborhood, passing- over Corn-
hill (Washington st), Pudding lane (De-
vounshire st), Water st, Quaker lane
(Congress’st), toward the docks, Mack-
erel lane (Klilby st), Milk st, Battery-
march st, and State st.

Various estimates of the , total loss
were made. The’ first was. at £300,000.
Next the general court decided upon
£100,000. Hutchinson's History declares
it was £i0,000. A petition, however, for
asgistance made By the sufferers_to the
house of commonsg In -Great Britain
presentzd the most llkel; figure.: - :

This set the loss at £3,324 5s 3d, stat-
ing that some relief had béen obtalned:
From the Boston churches £1916, from
New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland,
New .Hampshire and Connecticut £3358,
from London merchants £3000, and from
other sources £793. ° - .

Although the  king  of England  did
little about the petition, for the next
three years contributions came in from
varjous parts of the country. Among
these was one_of £200 frem Christopher
Kilby, in appreciation of which the
name of Mackerel lane was changed to
Kilby st. '

Fire Department to Imitate Horatius.

*In 1514, at the time of the Avar with
England, the ‘citizens beeame''excited
and alarmed at the appearance of Eng-
lish men-of-war on the horizon. AS the
wiater front was in a somewhat de-
fenseless condition. measures were tak-
en to statlon two fire engine companies
each at the West Boston bridge. Canal
bridge, Charles River bridze and South
bridge, in order to cut away if neces-
sary. The war was concluded, however.
without the need of resorting to such a
couree.
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