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EAST BOSTON FIRES ARE DANGEROUS.

It is Difficult for Apparatus from :Bos;on to Respond to Calls Quickly—Thé Island Section is Inclided

in the First Fire District, and Had a. Complete Equipment for Ordinary Fires. ‘

Persophel of the Men Who Defend Property From Destruction.

HE irat flre district gf Hoston

comerises the entire thland of

East Boston It I8 the most io-

lated, and the least accessible to fire

apparatus  from outalde, of the fire

districts of Hoston, In fdct. a town

with a fire departmeont of its own which
handies all ordinary fires.*

With fiies of great niagnitudo the
firomen of HEast )idston must do' the
best they can until the arrival of the
city apparatus, facilities for which are
atfordéd by holding the forry boats tor
the exclusive.une of.flre apparatus as
sooh as the gongs at the ferry houses
anhounae a second or greater alarm in
Kaut Boaton.

1inst Boston is one of tho great water
front dlatricts of 1oaton, and the long
plors, docks and’marine ‘rallways on all
sides except the enst present the fire-
mon the hardedt problems of all the
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Darragh procuydq a 40-foot ladder and
with great difculty ' brought it acrogs
the 1oy roof as Chlef Fox dlrected. '

Minutes soomed’ hours, for by this
timo Chlef Godhold's poxition wam per-
flous in tho extrenie, and despite the
stendy astream which hoseman Dacey
kept playing just above hitn, he was
forced to leava the window sill and
attempt an ascape,

Juat below the line of window sills
ran a narrow’ ledge not more than
three tnches wide, ‘and so caked with
Ice am séarcoly to afford a foothold.
With the fire roaring behind hjm, and
tho streamdirected so as to protest
him asimuch as possihle withdut.strik~
ifng him, Chief (Jodbold worked bhis
way along the ledge: until the ladder
could be thrown nocross 40 savae him,

Thoso who watched tho thrilling es.
capo were unable to Im?alne how

1873, and for 33 yeara served conunuoul-
ly with of\glno i

Driver '“Barney" Atwood is one of
Boston's moatly widely known firemen,
aRnd has béen & momber of tho depart-
ment for 3¢ yoars, I'or nine years he
irove the woll-kgown “Willinm Wooloy
hose company,” whete he was known
far and wlde as the “lone fireman of
hose 6, he helng the only perinuuent
man,

Hoseman Katwigk suffored soveiely
in an acoldent shortly after he entered
tho department and was a member of
engine 10. While responding to a sccond
alarm In Charlestown the hoso wagon
was compéligtt go go between an on-
coming chr and an olectric Hght pole.

Tho wagon would have passed safoly,
but a projecting fron hox high on the
pole caught thie driver's ‘sfat, naarly
demolished the -wagon and hurled all

Willlam 1. Holdt. The hosecmen are
James E. Downey, Peter J. Denn, Pat.
slek 10, Toohig, I'rank J, Bullivan and
13dward J. Haloy

Hogeman Jumas 12, Downoy 1 a very
widoly known ddremnn, naving drlven
englne € in the West Rued fie Many
Sears, and {3 vemembered aw one of
tho greatost reinsmon the department
has, lle hag met with many adven.
tures, and at .the burning of thn
Masonic tomple 1ccelved a fearful blow
on the head from a falling block of
yranite whioh Incapacitated him for a
l9pg time. 4

Iia name I8 on the “depdrtment roe
of Morit,”" and he wears a medal of
honor for savhig Hte at the 1lek of bla
own, 'Ho has also recelved much rome
mendation for stopping runaway horses,

HEngino-i and tadder 21 aro stationed
ut the cgrner of Haratogn and Byron
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hard problems which they are oalled
upon to solve, The rapidity with which
dock fires spread, and the extent of
aren which Is 80 quickly involved, eom-
bine with the difiiculty of getting within
atriking distance to render these Ares
the most serlous merace to any city,

A typlcal dook fAro was that at the
Grand Junctlops plers it Haat Poston a
fow years ago, for before the city fire
dpparatus could reagh the scene the
fire had leaped from shed to shed along
the docks gnd the huge olevator was
alrgady bidslng like one tremendous
torch.

Doputy €hlef Grady recalled Distrlot
Chief Fox and the men of engine 6 not
]nve seconds ‘before fire swept through
the shed where a faw moments before
there had been na sign of fire, but could
not recall tie men of engine 26 at the
end of this pler between whim and
safety rolled an Impassible barrleft of
flame,

Thoy were reported lost, but were
either rescued by the fire. boat or
escaped along the outside of the shed
to leeward. It is for these flres that
the fireboats are relled’ upon,-and they
not infrequently pick up men from the
land companies whoso escape Is barred
elaswhere.

2ast Boaton has been‘ the scena of
many big dooK fires, but the worst, fires
aro thoso on the great oll wharves at
the northern end of the fsland which,
when once on fire, aré practically in-
extinguishable untit the oil burna out.

While fighting’ these fires the fire
boats have séveral times been endan-
gered by the burnhing oll fleating on top
of the water, and this was especially
the case when the oll works wero on
fire durlpg the Chelsea conflagration of
April 12, 198, when the explodipg tanks
and barrels scattored blasing fluld In
all directions. ,

Fitty other buildings were on fire at
the same time, and Kast Boaton nar-
rowly escaped the fate of Chelsen. Tho
deferice of Hast Boston at this fire has
bean declared the moast notable achlave-
ment of the present chiet of the Boston
department, John A. Mullen,

The firat fire distriot includes all the
territory of wards 1,and 2, and Rroeds
igland, and is guarded by engines 5, 9,
#l and 40. Ladders 2 and 21, chemlca}
7, and, whep accopted, the new auto
chgmical, whidh Is now on trial, -

he chlet of the firat fire Alatriot 1»
John W. Godhold, Xe entered the fire
department June 21, 1881, and has served
with ladders 2, 8 and 8, ohemlcal en-
gine 7 and engine compgny 6. Ho was
made acting chiet of the same distriot
Jan 4, 1908, :

Ee ih on JNaat Boston man and ls
famillar with every inch of the “lsiung
distriet”” During his 80 years of fire
fighting he has attended many of Bos-
ton's most disastrous firés, ‘and has ch,
countéréd most of the viclssitudes of a
meman’s lite. N

Oho of Chiet Godbold's most thrilling
experidnces sinod he became a fire fjght.
er. oveurred A" few years ago at ‘an
aarly morping ' blazo ‘at the Webster
Hall hulldigg In' East’ Boston,

The morAtng was blitterly cold and
there was much show oh the ground,
so that by the time the apparatus ure
rived from the' ity In responso w =
second alarm the fire was sweeping
throuah the upper floors of the bulld-

ing.

Chief Godbald and' gevoral'men were
working on the, upper flogr, when part
of tho root'fell In and the fre.finding
fréo vept leaped high lnto the{alr and
spread rapldly {hrough the huhding.
Chlaf Godbold ran across the floor and
threw himself vipon the windaw slll juat

a gput of fisine awent out bf the
same windoiv and continudd te steenm
out &bove him, lighting the vieinity and
revealing hig foarful predicament to the
mon who were directing streams from
the roofs of ether bulldings. )

Chilof Fox, then captain of ergine 6,
hud just brought s sfream to hear tromn
a' yoof mg:ome to the window where
Clilet . Godhold lay,, Telllng horeman
Dagsy {0 kegp the atréam playing over
hisf Qodbold, Chief Fox called to hosa.
menp Webber and Darragh to bring o
short lsdder. J¥i the confned apace
on that side of the bhullding a long Jad.
der woulld have bcen usoloss. With alf
the haate they could make \Y;bber and

Chief Godbold managed to .cling to
the perpendicular side of the buiflding

as he made his way to safety. The
feat was accomplished by Chiet God-
hold's diascovery that the clapboards
were old, and that he could force his
fingers 'up batween them sufficlently
' to gnable him to hold himgelf against
.thé wall—one of the heat ideas that
| ever struck a man in.time of need.
Chiof Godbold and his r 8 were
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the men Into the street. ITosoman Kat-
wick's leg was smashed to splintors,
and for many months amputation
seemed unavoldable,

Engine 5 responds to all alarma in
East Boston, and remains to guarq it
even-on a “géneral alarm.” It responds
to Chelsoa on box 698, and to, Winthrop
on hox (96, and attor covering. other
houses on intermediate alarms, re-

Jhighly complimented for their clover
work, though the chlef. could hardly
bo consoled for the coat that was fair-
ly burned oft his back,

The headquarters house of the flrat

| district 13 that of laddar 2 on Parls st.

This house s under the command of
Capt J. B, MoMahon, Capt MoMahon
entered the fire aservice June 17, 1883,
and served most of his time in the
West End, where for many years he
had charge of ladder‘'24. He has a
medal, and 18 on the “department roll
of morit" for saving life.

A few years ago he almost lost his
1ite at a fire on Sudbury at, where he
was overcoma by smoke and the fumes
of ammonja, He was promoted ocap.

tain, and assigned to.his present com.

pany, Ifeb 21, 1910,

Lieut P, F. MgLeavey of ladder 8
entored the department 8ept 18, 1894, ahd
served for many years on engine 4. He
was promotéd and assigned to his pres-
ent company Jan 4, 1907,

T.adder 2 is of the heavy olty .service
type and carries a full complement of
Jadders, ranging from the light pompler
acallog ladder up to the heavy 685-foot
ladder.

Tho Inddermen are J. J. McCarthy, F,
P. Walsh, F. Wagner, F. McArdle, A.

W. DeLeskey, J: J.. Blakeley, B. J..

Donelan,' T. F. Magulre Jr, J. J.
Brotherson, A, D. QGramer and ohlet's
«driver and telegrapher F. L. Jewett.

Rtationed In the same quarters as
tadder 2 Ja engine 9, under the command
of Capt Phillp A, Grant, well known to
tho Boston fire fighters for bis work
when in command of the hustling com-
pany of englne 8 In the North ¥End.
Capt Grant has.been a fireman alnce
April 11, 1894, and has been In command
of a company since Jan 4, 1907, He and
Capt McMahon of.ladder 2 were recent-
ly the reciplents of letters of commen-
dation for saving life at o fire from
Fire Commtsaloner Daly.

Lieut Thomas J. Flynn of engine 9
has beon a fireman since Feb 1, 1896,
and was promoted on the same day his
captaln was sdvanced.

The engineors of engine 9 are I'rancis
W. 8wceney and Joseph II, Barry. The
hosemen arve Frank: Coyle, John J. 8ul.
Mvan, Richard W. Brown, Thomas F,
Timmins, Joseph A. Moron, James A.
ShefMold Jr, Willinin F. MeDermott and
Jamea H, Rowe,

Engine §:quartered on Marlon st just
on the simmit of the rather steep hill
fn that geotion, {8 -under the command
of Capt Mellin R, Joy. Ho haa been a
fireman sinco Iteb 24, 1883, when ho an-
terad the call service and was aesigned
{o laddor 12.- He recolved a permancnt
appointment July 4, 1800, after serving
with ladder §, and after gorvite with
ladder 17 'he was promoted leutennnt
of engine 3. He then served with lad-
dor'l4 ahd engines 6 and 22, untll oro-
moted captain of’engino 32, Jan &, 1908

¥lo hns alnce served with the doubdble
company of engines 38 and 39 and with
ongine 41, and hax Leén In command of
his presant compdny since April 9, 190,
He hid several {lmes hieen Injured, the
most gerlour belng those recelved o lew
yenrs ago at tho “Hosmer, Codding fire"
on Congross bt

Licut Patriek I doggin of this com-
pany has been a fireman ainge May 17,
{50, tnd roceived his pronotion on Nev
1. 1501,

Tho onginectd of thix company are
Johm Blckford and Irank I, Ladkey.
Tha {rivers are Henry Woodbury and
Gporgg, B Alwhod, The hosemen are
Jorn . Katwick, honnla A. Connelly,
Williain A, Keen and Thomas I, Cone.
foy. ' .

This compniy was firat formed In 1838,
and a olock presented tho company,
then volunteer, In 1888, stiil marks time
with as much regulirity as 1t did on
tha day of e presentation, Some of
the senlor men of the Boston Nro de.
partment ‘e in this house. linginoer
John Bicktosd han been a framan since

to Revero on a third alarm on

box 697,
Chomical company 17 ia statloned on
Haratoga st, dnd 13 under the command
of Lieut John J. Sulllvan. Lieut Sulll-
van {a a veteran of tha fire service,
having been a fireman aincg Fob 10,
1833, He was promoted to the command
of his present company on Sept 18, 1910,
His hogemen are lidward J. Crowley,
Jultus Brandt and Thomas J. }ynes.

'Englue 40, quartered on Sumner st, {8
under the command 'of Capt 'Thomas
J. Lannary, who has beon a fireman
aince Oct 15, 1888, He has had com-
mand of a compady since April 10,
1903, nnd is now acting chlet of the first
diatriet, of which he assumea oharge in
the abaencg ot the district chief,

Lieut Philip P, Lealy entered tho fire
forco March 28, 18%, and was promoted
Aptll 10, 1%03. The engineers are Danio]
M. Cranitoh and Frdnols H. Boudraau,
Tho drlvers are Charles H. Ames and

ste. Engine 11 {8 under the commana ot
Capt Cornelius H. Leary, who has been
a flreman since Sept 3, 1834, and has
had command of a company sipce Feb
10, 1893, '

Lieut Frederick W, ‘Battls has algo
very long servicg to his oredit, having
been i firaman siuco March.1, 1688, and
a Neutenant since Maroh 13, 1897,

The engineérs are John B, Bherldan
and JYsaac B, Noble, The drivers and
hoaomeén are Androw R. Hines, Wil
llam Pease, John H. Callahan, Thomas

Flynn Jr, Dennis A, Walsh, James
all and' Phillp Q. Ferrin.

The Mght, fast-moving combination
ladder 21, stationed In this house, Ia
under the command of Licut Fdward J.
MoKendpew, who.has beéen n fireman
asince Oct 18, 1887, and a lleutenant alnco
March 12, 1897, Lleu} McKondrow was
an englneer and .19 6ne of tho few
who have galned higher rank.

His ladderinen are Dennls J, Iedring-
ton, Berhard X. Plunkett, Joseph 7.
8mith, Michael L. Dorgan, George I..
QGilleo and Robert H. Webper,

This house 18 80, ricar {0 Cholnda and’
the towns {ncluded In the "mutual afd
system" that response to big out.of-
town fires is not at all Infrequent and

nearly all the mx;n hiero:went over to
Chelsea to Ita biggesf flro and have
worke® at the sweoping &lres that have
80 frequently threatencd Iévere and
Winthrop, \
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