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FOURTEENTH FIRE DISTRICT.

Vast in Extent and Guarded by Three Engines, Ladder 6 and Chemical 11 — More Than 7000 Apartnieny
Houses and Several Great Factories in the Many-Acred Area—Splendid Accomplishments of
the Firemen—Personnel of the Companies — Remarkable Fires and Rescues,
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IIE 14th fire district of Boston
stretches from Franklin park on
the north to the Neponset river
on the Bouth, and from Mt Hope ceme-
tery on the west to Adams st on the
east. This territory covers the greater
. part of ward 24, and inciudes Mattapan,

Ashmont, Lower Mills and a large part
of Dorchester Center. It marks the
southern boundary lmits of Boston,
and response to and from outside
communities 18 part of the established
“mutua] atd system.” '

This district is guarded by engines 16,
19 and 48, ladder 6 and chemical engine
11,

The officlal boundary lines are: On
the north by Angell st, Talbot av, Cen-
ter and Adams sts, to Minot st, across
marsh land to Neponset river; on ‘the
east by the Neponset river and the
Hyde Park line; on the west by Har-
vard, Morton and Canterbury sts,

This district is chiefly a residential
tract, there being more-than 7000 three-
flat apartment houses in it; but it
also contains sgme of Boston's largest
factoiies, The buildings of the choco-
iate mills alone cover four acres, and
it 1s believed to be the largest estab-
lishment of the kind in this country,
and perhaps In the world. The bulld-
ings of the huge plano factory cover
more than two acres, and rep-
resent a value of-$2,000,000. Hospitals
are numerous, for in this gdlstrict are
the buildings of the correctional Insti-
tution of Austin farm,: four acres in
extent, the Convalescenthome, thohome
for Incurables, and the Consumptives'
hogpital. There are also about 18 school
houscs, and many garages.

District Chief Maurice Heffernan nas
charge of the 14th district. He has
been.a fireman since July 1, 1838, whun
"he was agsigned to engine 3. With that

coampany and with ladder 3 he served
i till Jan 13, 1803, when ho was promoted
lleutenant of engine 3. He was pro-

moted captain of engine 19, IFeb 13,
1899, and chief of the 14th district when
that district was first made, Sept 5,

1910,

s(llhlet IHeffernan is not in the least
superstitious, Ilig first badge number
wasg 13, but it seemns to have brought
him luck, for several of his promotions
were made on that date, and he has
been an exceptionally lucky man in .his
many escapes while fighting fire. He
has several times been hurt, and twice
he has been blown down in “hot ajr
‘explosions,” once at the hotel fire and
eaplgsion cn Washington st, when he
was dragged from the bullding by the
laie Chief of Department Louis, Y.
‘Webber. Agaln, at the explosion which
occurred at the “Brigham'’s mills fire,”
on Castle st, when he was lleutenant of
enflne 3. He with many other fire-
men, was brought out unconscious. In
ench of these instances he was severely
vyrred.

The headquarters house of the 1ith
district ig that of engine 48§, stationed
in Peabody sq, Ashmont, under the
command of Capt Walter M. McLean,
who is also the acting chief, and as-
sumes charge of this district in the
absence of Chief Heffernan.

Capt McLean entered the department
Sept 12, 1888, He was soon promoted
assistant gngineer of englne 26, and
within a few years became engineer of
the same company. e was promoted
lieutenant of engine 8 September, 1898,
and captain of engine 84 June 3, 1904,
After a few weeks' absence he re-
turned to engine 8, and remained there
till he was sent to take.command of
engine 46 when that company was
.placed in service in 1907,

During his many years of hard serv-
fce with engine 8 Capt McLean was
hurt many times. Once while fighting
fire among the timbers'of the subway
in Adams sq he fell to the bottom and
had a remarkably narrow escape. On
another occasion he was run over by
"engine £6. He'was caught beneath the
ghower of bricks that instantly kitled
noseman Patrick J. MecCarthy while
standing on a ladder at a fire in the
'North End March 11, 1900. Capt Mc-
‘i‘em\ then suffered severe injury to his
l\head and several of his ribs were
broken.
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Hot-Alr Explosion.

The year of 1904 was a particularly
disastrous one for Capt McLean. On
‘Teb 17 he with 22 other tlremen was
blown down in o ‘hot ajr explosion”
on North st, and llterally flayed, He
was confined to tho hospital for months,
and for a large part’ of that time
his rocovery was doubtful. Ie also
guftered’ 4. broken ankle during thal

ear. .
Licut Jamep T. Prendergast of engine
46 became a fireman May 24, 1889, and
for 16 years served with engine 12. He
was promoted Meutenant Jan 4, 1007,
Phe engineer of 46 1s I'rancls Dolaw,
for many years tho engineer of engine
o5 in Fort 1IN sq. The asslatant en-
gineer 18 John J, Craddock..”The senlbr
hoseman s Patrick J. Cray. The drivers
are I'rederick H. Brown and Ebeneczer
11, Wheelock, & veteran, of the Charles-

town call force, with which he served
on ladder 9.

The hosemen are Willlam I Ruth,
Thomas Brady, Michael Powers and
Edward G. Chamberlain, who is Dis-
trict Chief Heffernan's driver and
telegrapher,

Choemical engine 11 is stationed at the
corner of Callender and Lyons sts, in
the Laurlat av distriet of Dorchester, in
a new house recently commissioned by
Commissioner Daly, and designed for
auto apparatus and a double company.
The men are deeply appreciative of the
change from their former quarters,

Thisg house is under the command of
Lieut James J. Lunny, who before join-
ing the fire force served with the Bos-
ton protective department. lle entered
the fire department Feb 21, 1838, and
after 12 years of hard service with lad-
der 8 was promoted lieutenant of his
present company.

During his long service with ladder 8
Lieyt Lunny was several times badly
hurt, his most severe injuries being re-
celved when he was struck and'disabled
by a falling ladder.

The drivers and hosemen of chemical
u are William F. Marquandt, Janes .
Nolan, and Joseph Smith, Ifoseman No-
lan served for many years with engine
6 in the West End, and was known as
one of the best hosemen in the down-
town district. Hoseman Smith has seen
exceptionally hard service, and has
probably received more injuries than
any other man in Boston.

Chemital 11 is one ot the buslest com-
panies in this section of the city. It
is a combination wagon, and, besides
other equipment and chemical tanks
and hose, carries 460 feet of 2%-inch
hose 'The chemical is depended upon
to hold a fire until the arrival of
heavier appsratus, and during the
month of July alone this company
stretched 210 feet of 2%-inch hosze, and
1800 feet of chemical line,

Engine 18, Temple si, Dorchester, is
commandeq by Capt John J. Flanagan.
He entere¢ the depariment March 28,
1885,
and as driver
promoted lHeutenant of chemical 8, 1'eb
10, 1893, Jan 13, 1899, he was promoted
captain of engine 13, and has had com-
mand of his present company since
190,

Capt Flanagan has had' some remaik-
ab13 narrow escapes. While driving
chemical 1 he was severely injured by
4 kick from a new horse. IIe had the
nozzle of the ilne of engine 6 wkren
the floors of the building collapsed at
the fire on Clinton st, Jan 12, 188b. Al
the Wright & Potter fire a falling
ludder lef¢ hin clinging to the wooden
gill of a window; and at the Washing-
ton-st fire in ‘Dorchester he fell (rom
the roof of a building and only saved
himselfs by luckily catching the rounds
ot a ladder. Once his shoulder was
dislocated at a fire; and at the Union-st
drug store fire he was seriously in-
jured by the inhalation of vitriol fumes,

Popular Lieutenant.

Lieut Willjam C. Greely of engine 16
has been a fireman since April 9, 1894,
and after service with engines 23, 38 and
39, was promoted leutenant of engine
2, June 10, 1903. He has since served
with engine 10 and ladder 19, and has
been with his present company since
Dec 23, 1909, He is one of the most
popular lleutenants in the department.

The engineers of 16 are Willlam R,

Ratchelder and Frederick T. Dyer. The |

drivers .and ‘hosemen are Michael T\
Minehan, John K. Wheelock, Francis
13, Merrill, Peter J. Dohovan; Michael
B. Mulcahy and Joseph W, Towson,

Kngine 16 vesponds to nearly al}
boxes In the lith district, apd to some
in the 10th, and the number of runs
increage every year. Ladder G, also
quartered at this station, is a combina-
tlon truck. It is under the command of
Lieut John 1. Moohey, who has been
a fireman since June 21, 1889, whon he
wag assigned to engine 15. *

Senior ladderman James M. Elllott of
this truck has been a fireman since
June 2, 1881, when he joined the Charles-
town call force, with which he served
on ladder 9. He was appointed to the
permanent force Oct 24, 18%0.

The laddermen and drivers are Robort
J. McKay, Frank L. Lyons, Dennls J.
Hurley, Danial F. Buckley, James F.
Kenney, Sylvester,*cGinley and Pat-
rick F. McDonough, son of the second
deputy chief. R

Ladder 6 responds to all alarms in
Ashmont and in al} directions as far as*
tho liyde Park llne, Mt -liope cemc-
tery, Biue Hill av and Wellington Hill
and to five boxes in Milton, The brush
ires of this district occasion much
running in dry weather, and special
appliances alre carried on the apparatug
to contend with them when thoy oo
cur beyvond the line of hydrant service.

Engine 19, quartered on Norfolk at,
near Blue Hill av, is under the com-
mand of Capt Frank J, Sheeran, one
»f Boston's best-known firemen.

Ccapt Sheeran has had an adventurous
and interesting career. In his younger
days he was & mun-o-war's man, and
among other voyages salled all over,

and atter service with engine 6.
of chemical 1 he was!

the world in the bark rigged USS Ali-
ance. After voyaging on many seas,
and particularly to the levant, he en-
tered the fiie department July 11, 1892
Belng of an exceptionally observant
digposition, he has duting his many
voyages collected an immense amount
of information about foreign customs
and countries, and is today the premier
raconteur of the Boston department.
His storles are a never falling souice
of delight to the younger men, and
have a point and pungency that would
make the fortune of a professional
story writer

When Capt Sheeran chooses to be, he
fs equally interesting about fire mat-
ters, and there are few vicissitudes of
the life that he has not experienced
during his 18 years in/ the busiest down-
town companles, which include 7, 9, 25
and the firebout. '

Much of his time was spent on engine
8 In the North End, and it was with
this busy company that he saw his
hardest gervice, being several times in-
jured while fighting fires, many times
severely cut by glass, and once having
all the bones of his hand broken by the
threshing about of a nozzle that was
beyond control. He is able to fill any
position, as he was a driver for years,

and was fully as capable as an engl-
neer.

His Escapes Many.

Ilig escapes have been numerous, He
had barely time to get away from the
deck when the stoamship Massasoit
#ank when he was fighting fire in her
hold; and at the burning of the Winter
garden In Park sq he, with Deputv
Chief Grady and District Chiefs Itox
and Sennott, raced round the bicycle
track, pursued by a hurricane of flame.

In the busy tenement house district
around engine 8 fatal burnings are ire-
quent, and@ Capt Sheeran has many
timeg been instiumental:in saving life,
or in bringing out those who have been
yburned. The worst case of this kind
recoiiied in Boston in recent years is
that known as the “Fleet-st holocaust.”
Into this scene of horror engine 8, then
under the command of District Chlef
Ritchie, was the first piece of fire ap-
paratus to artive, and before the ap-
paratus stopped Capt Sheeran had
pulled oft the life net, and flinging It

out to those aronnd, called to a man
standing at one of the windows to jump.
Though surrounded by fire, and despite
the shrieks of the crowd who was call-
ing to him to jump, the man rémained
at the window without moving, and he
staid there, Immovable, until dead, for
when at last Capt McLean and hogo-
man Sullivan reached the window to
take him down, they discovered that he
was held upright and rigid In the arms
of hig wife, who had clasped him round
his knees. Thirteen bodies were found
iving about in every conceivable atti-
tude of agony, burned to death befora
the alarm bell struck.

Capt Sheeran was promoted from
englne 8, and for a long time was
lieutenant of the crack double com-
pany of engines % and 35 He was
promoted captain of engine 6, Jan 4,
1907, and after much hard service with
the company was so badly Injured at
a fire in Charlestown that he was
disabled for months. He has been In
command of his present company since
Sept 5, 1910.

Lieut Anthony J. Burng of this com-
pany served for years with his present
captain on engine 8 He entered the
depattment Sept 24, 1889, and was pro-
moted leutenant May 1, 1301, He has
Lbeen with his present company since
June 24, 1904,

The engineers of engine 19 are John
T, Weston and Daniel J. Murphy. The
hosemen and drivers are Frederick W.
Ilayes, lidward B Johnson, Andrew
J. G. McKee, William A. J. Drinan,
Joseph Dooley, an ex-man-o'-war's man
of the British navy, and James J.
Higgins, a veteran of the Spanish war,
through which he served with the
artillery in the Cuban campaign. Many
of the men of this company hute ex-
<eptionally long seivice to tifeir credit.
Lingineer Weston has been a fAreman
since Sept 10, 1874,

Hoseman lfayes has been a (fireman
since June 10, 1874, when he became a
call man to ladder 4, He served under
the late Chiefs of Department Damrell,
Green and Cheswell and the present
chief, John A. Mullen. He droye engine
21 for 29 consecutive years without an
accldent, and now he sometimes drives
engine 19, He has many times bern in-
jured. At a bakery lre on Albany st
several years ago he was badly burned,
and at the great Roxbury fire his com-
puny lost {ts engine and hose. )
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