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BOSTON'S:- NINTH FIRE DISTRICT

Part of It in Roxbury Ipcludes the Most Densely Built District Outside the City Proper—Men of the Engine
and Ladder Companies Who Respond to the Alarms—Some of the Brave Life-Savers—War ‘
Veterans Among Them—Captains and Lieutenants of Distinguished Achievement.:

CTZor .
~ Mfz;wzsz BorLsK

Hes tn the territory comprising
Roxbury, and Includes nearly
all of wads 16, 17, 21 and part of ward
20. It stretches from. the intersection
of Washington st and DMassachusetts
av on the north to Grove Hall on the
south, and from Egleston Squaie on the
west to Dorchester bay on tho east.
The thickly settled district along and
about Dudley st les within 1t, and
when it i{s remembeied that this ter-
ritory lies outside the area of ‘re-
stricted building” it is obvious that the
extension of the “fire llmit” is an Im-
perative necessity. ¢
The ninth fire district s bounded on
the north by Massachusetts av, South
bay, Dorset and Locust sts. On the
east by Dorchester bay. On the south
by Evandale terrace, Savin Il av
north, Pleasant and Stoughton sts,
Columbia road, Geneva and Blue Hill
avs, Seaver st and Columbus av. On
the west hy” Washington st. The ninth
district s gurarded by engines 12, 21,
23 24, ladder 4 and chemical engine 10,
The tevritory along Dudley st and m
the vicinity of the 1. station is the cen-
ter of the buslest‘and mcst thickly set-
tled tract outside the city proper. Tt is
rapidly pushing to the front as one of
Greater Boston's industiial centers, It
containg every possible flre hazard, in-
cluding foundries, oll and siorage ware-
heuses, plano, cartiage and [urniture
factories, freight sheds and wharves,
and the populousness of the residentlal
tract may ve inferred trom the fact
that this district contains 30 school-
houses. So unportant is this tract con-

THE ninth fire district of Boston

NINTH FIRE DISTRICT

sideréd tnat it has been chosen as the
headquarters of Second Deputy Chief
Ieter F. McDonough, who has charge
of the seven distiicts composing the
southein and western parts of Boston.

Notwithstanding that the second dep-
uty chlef makes his hecadguarters In
this district, the responsible head ol the
ninth distriet is Deputy Chief Michael J.
Rennedy. Chief IKKennedy was appointed
to the fhe force as a substitute to en-
gine 25, Maich 25, 18%, and was made
permanont July 1, 1886, on ladder 8, dMay
18, 1891, he was promoted lieutenant of
engilues 38 and 39, and captain ot engine
25 July 2, 1897, Jle was made chlef of the
ninth distriect March 9, 1906, and 18 the
acting deputy in the absence of $econd
Deputy Chief Peter F. MeDonough.

Practically all of District Chief Ken.
nedy’s service before he was made chief
was spent down town on engines 38 and
39 or in FFort Hill sq with engine 25 and
ladder 8, and with all of these com-
panies he sustmned & high reputation
for hard work. The running cards of
the down-town companids were even
mole extensive In those days than now
and engine 2J and ladder 8 weie alwayu
on the move, but perhaps the most ex-
traordinary number of runs for any one
plece of flre apparatus is credited to
ladder 8. which responded to 28 alarms
within 24 hours,

District Chief Xennedy has been hurt
tany times, and when captain of en-
gine 25 was several times overcome,by
smoke and rescued by his men. Though
never officially rewarded, he has scv-
eral times betgl instrumental in saving
life.

The headquarters house of the ninth
district is engine 12, Dudley 'st, ' Fd-
ward J. Egan-is Chief Kennedy's driver
and telegrapher.

Dugine 12 1s under the command of
Capt Daniel M. Shaughnessy. He en-
tered the fite service Oct 10, 1830, and
after service with engine 3 and iadder's
§, 8 and 12 was promoted lecutwnant of
chemical t Dec 14, 1900, #pd captain of
his present comyany Sept’s, 1310.

Capi Shaughnessy has several times
been severely hurt and oveircome by
smohe Once he was run over hy a
ladder truck and badly hurt, but his
most serious Injurils were receivegl at
the gas explosion In the hotel Sanford
some years ago, when every bit of
skin was burned from his face and
handy. His eyes were also badly affect-
ad. Capt Shaughnessy does not yeem
to mind incidents of that sort, for the
motto on lhis dbsk ts “Be cheerful.”

Lieut John J Kelly of this company
was appointed March 10, 1899, and for
11 years he drove the splendid teams
of engine 4, Bulfinch st. Ile was pro-
inoted lhicutenant of hig prescnt com-
pany Aprd th 1031 The enginecrs of 12
are George W, Woodworth and Charvles
. McKarlane The engine drviver is
George K, IHanunessy. The hoscmen are
John F. Corea, Mark N, Sibley, Henry
Hartnett, George I". Zopf, Willam J.
Nolan and Chailes T. FHayes.

Seninr hoseman John E. Coiea is well
known among llremen as an artist.
[toseman lenry Iiartnett is still on
sick lcave because of the effects of -
jullos)l ecelved at the fire In the Boston
Elevafed machine “shop, Albany &,
March 12, 1910, when he and Capt Lanl-
gan of aerial ladder i3 were caught
beneath the falling walls, Capt Lanigan
was killed. .

Ladder 4, stationed on Dudley st
near Winslow, is of the heavy clty
gervice type. It I8 under the command
of Capt Charles T. Tarren, who for 13
years had charge of chemical 2, one of
Boston's buslest cdompanies, He en-
tered the flre force Aug 4, 1804, was
promoted lleutenant et 25, 1902, and
captidin July 21, 1011,

Capt John P, McManuw$ of this com-
pany has been on sick leave since the
night of the Albany-st fire, when he
and all the men with him were over-
whelmed by falling walls, Capt Mc-
Manus was s0 badly crushed that it
seemed certain that he was killed, and
it is now doubtful if he wiil ever re-
turn to duty. He entered the depart-
mont Sept 3, 1884, and was promoted to
captain July 26, 1305,

Limut John Hogan of this company’
egtered the department July 8, 1892,
ald after service with engines , 6, 8,
10, 22 and 37 wus promoted lieutenant
March 2, 1506,

Beforo entering the fire service Lieut
lopan was a  Dritlsh  manso'-way's-
man. Ie served jn Chinn and Corea
snd was with Lord Charles HBeres-
ford at the bowmbardment of Alexnn-
diln. He i an expert rope wopker and
has invented several devices connected
with hirhess hanging and lte-saving,
Lleut Ylopan has severn! times saved
or assisted In savingMlfe. At the
fie an Lincoln s, Oct 23, 1003, he helppid
Iicut I'itzgerald of the protective de-

partment to secuie, cut and lower the
cable to which Distiict Clhuef Egan was
chinging high above Lincoln st.

At a fire on Lowell st he Is credited
with saving two women and a child
Mwho were hanging from a window. On
this occasion he Is said to have Bden
suspended from the roof by a policeman
who held bis legs and who received
& medal. Lieut Hogan wears the
medal of honor of the Massachusetts
Humane societv for saving the lives
of two children at a fire on Stani-
ford st.

Senior
of this
army in
fantry

laddetman Albert M Laskey
company was in the regular
the west in Co 1, 14th U 8 in-
He served under Gens Mlles,
Gibbons and McCook against the In-
dlans., He ended his service at fort
Leavenworth in 1838 with the rank of
sergeant major of the post. He was
twice wounded. 1le joined the five force
June |, 1883, ana while serving with
engine 4 was badly hurt by the explo-
rlon of an extingulsher which entirely
destroyed the sight of his right eye.
He nag Leen treasurer and an active
worher of the Boston firemen's Russell
club ever since it was organized.

Tha laddermen and’ drivers of truck
t are Patrick ., Qurrity, William
Petersen, John J. McKenna, John J,
Colllns, Joseph F. Rorke, James I,
O'lTare, Kdward [, C. 'owers, Coleman
C. Cwiran, Willilam L, Kelly, Thomas
W. Deveney, driver and telegrapher for
tha second deputy chief, and Joseph D.
Mltehell, a veteran of the Spanish wdt,

Iing'ne 21, of Columbia road, is under
the command of Capt Michael Norton.
He bLeguan as callman of hose 9, Oct 10,
18%5, and was made a permanent mem-
ber el 16, 1888, After serivice with
ladders 1 and 3 and englne 6, he went
to ladder 5 as driver for Chief Mullen,
und was pronioted lieutenant of engine
43 Aug 28, 1836, 1le wasg asslgned to the
command of ladder 20 when it was first
putl in scivice and was promoted cap-
tain of engine'd Jan 24, 1908. He has
baen in command of engine 21 since
June 26, 1908,

Capt Norton has recelved gevere in-
juries during his service. While on
ladder 1 he fell from a ladder. 1lis
arm was broken. On Labor day, .1902,
he{was crushed at a fire by a large
fron stack. His most “serious Injuiles
were received in preventing the escape
of an upbitted hose team which was
bolting out of the house. His right
arm was crushed, and his shoulder
and four ribs broken, but the team aid
not get beyond the door. He was in
command of engine 5 during the Chel-
sea conflagration of April 12, 1908, at
which s was the first Boston engine
to arrive and the last to leave.

Licut Rdward 1% Doody 18 a veteran
of the Dorchester fire force, to which
he was assigned as call man to engine
17, Oct 15, 188, 1le was made perma-
nent in May, 1805, and after service
with combination 1 and the fire boat
and 10 years with engine 43 was pro-
moted leutenant of hig present com-
pany June:9, 1900

The engineets of 21 are Murdock D.
McLean, Eben C. Tothrop and Assist-
ant Iongincer Willlam J. Mulr. TFngl-
neer Lothrop s an exceptionally fine
meehanic, and is assigned to duty at
the repair shop. The hosemen and
drivers are George R. Donnelly, John
B, Ieanessy, Cornellus Donovan, Dan-
jel J. Murray, James F. Boyle, John ¥
Lavelle, Laewrence J. Quinn and
Thomns F. McGowan. The house oc-
cupled bv engino 21 was built in 1808,
befora this territory was aunnexed to

Boston, About 11 yeals ugo it was
moved buck when Columbia roud was
1ald out

Engln'e o4, stationeft at the.carner of
warren and Quincy sts, Roxbwmy, 18
rndor the command of Capt John N.
Lally, Capt Lally entered the depart-
ment June 24, 1887, and after service
with engines 1, 3, 22 and ladder 8. was
promoted leutenunt of engine 12,
Avgust, 1806, and captain of engine 45,
Teb 6, 1803, TYic has since served with
c1gines 8, 16 and 24, Before entering
the flre serviee Capt Lally spent ilve
yeats in the vegular wimy in the west
with Co D, Ist U & inft. Jle was tirst
sargeunt four years, and spent  the
years from 1879 to 1834 in wetive so_r\'lcc
upulnst the Indians,

On account ot hig knowledge of miil-
tary matters he was selected Ly e
Connidsstoner Partker to instruct the,
officers of tha department fn the ele-
wents of military drtll. e prepared
a paper coverine this subfect to the
Magranchusells state fuemen’s assocla-
tion \ Fire Commissioner Daly has re-
centiy selceted hhingto tealn the depart-
weony officers In the  “‘Sohool of the
Soldter " '

Capr Laly has been twice commended
for Ufe-uavivg. In. ench instance the

LI TESCLE( WAR 1 WOmdn.  wnve o
Bowditeh st at a bad fne, and asain
on Dudlev st, where, on buisting open

a door, he @iscovered a woman all
aflame from the cxplosion of an ofl
stove,

Lieut Robcrt J  Carleton of this

company has heen a fireman since July
% 188, and has served with engines 4,
8 10, 22, M and 21 He was promoted
assistant engineer Mareh 6, 1891, en-
gineer March U, 1894, and lieutenant
Jan 11, 10, He is capabic of filling
any position, and in the absence of the
captain or the cngineer of 2t he s
elther pesition equally well

The engineers of 24 aire Richard T
Tuson and Danilel I, Dalev. The senior
hoseman {s John I. Quigiey. The divetsn
ate John J. Rowean and Frank J Lin-
ney. The hosemen are George N.
Getchell, Willlam F. Johnson, Richa. |
A, Dinan and Malcolm McIntosh, & vet-
etan of the Spanish war, thiough wilen
he served in the Philippines with &
troop, 1ith U § cavalry

IIoseman Getchell of this command ‘s
a veteran of the civil war He <erved
fn the navy on the USS Rhode Island
He has been g fireman since thie old
volunteer days He first joined hose 1
of Charlestown in 1589, and attcy much
other service™ was foreman ot the com
pany 16 years. Ile entercd the pes-
manent foice in 189, and after setvic:
with engine 8 thil 1900 went out to engin.
24, whete he has slnce remained,
Engine 23, stationed on Northampton
st, has the pecullar record of havimg
had but two commanders since it was
organized as an engine companv from
hose 1 in 1874, ‘The horse of hose 1 was
taken as a model by Thomas Ball, the
sculptor, when modeling the equestrinn
statue of Geortge Washington In the
Tublic Garden The st captain ol
epgine 23 was Nuthan L. Hussey, astet-

ward deputy chief, who commanded
engine 28 for 20 years. The seconl

commuander Is the present captain, M-
chael Walsh,

Before entciing the fire gervice Capt
Walsh wiad a man-o’-war's-man, and
made the trp around the world in tho
USS Richmond with Gen Grant after

the close of the clvil war, Capt Walsn
afterward seived in China and Japan,

and with the north Atlantic fleet In
the tlagship Tennessee lie enteiel
the fire force Apil 9, 1384, and atten

seivice with engines 7 and 2! was po-
meted Heutenant of engine 3, osune |,
18%9, and captain of the same compiary
Tfeb 10, 1893, e has had commund ol
his present company since WU, and s
now the acting chief of this distiict,
Duning his 8 years of service he has
wothed at, most of Boston’'s bLig thes

Lieut Jonn J, McCarthy of e¢ngine 23
entered the department May 2 ),
and after se1vice with englnes 3, 4, 2,
23 and ladders 12 and 23, was promoted

leutenant of rengine 2 bDece 23, 1ot He
hius since saved with engines 7 and

with 26 and ¥, and has been with his

present corapany gince June, 1903
Lieut McCarthy has had some narrow

escapey durlng his long service, one of

them heing at the tire  Than asgiving
day, 1389, when he with the wew ol
engine 7 wus cut off by tue en the
third story ot a building. e escaped
by stiding down a line ot hose  JFFoul
other less tortunate men were killed

when cut ot hhom escape on the uppel
floors ot 1 building on BDedford st

The engingeis of 23 me Willlam J.
Delany, well known for his work with
the busy compuanies of Big { and Rapmd
y, and asslstant engineer Warien C
Stevens, vice president of the Bostou
firemen’s Russell eclub  The hosemen
and (iivers e Frederick 1. Saigent,
James 1. Cunningham, Cornelius J.
Crowley, John 3. Burhe, Carl i, Bode,
Alvert F. 1L Outerbhiidge, William A
Ott and David 11 ‘Toomey, a setetan
of the Spanish war in the navy lingine
93 presponds on st ati ns to parts ot
districts 7, 8 and 9, golng to Roxbury,
the Back Bay, the South End, and us

far as the raibioud bridge on South-
ampton st
Chemical engine 10, Mustis s, s the

busy bee of the ninth distriet, "t'he com-

any s conmmanded by Lieut \ciars
caeh Maherts  He Lecame a ilremal
el 15, 1893, and after gervice vith lad-
ders 1, 7, 8, 20 and engine 21, wos Do
mcted lieutenant of enaine 98, Leg Lo,
193¢, and has been in charge ot cheiieos
10 glnee July of the nresent yoa

TLieut Plaherty has worked at most of
Poston's blg fires since ho entereu the
depariment. our or them wele teos
eral alains--the Tincoln-st tiye i s
the preut itoabury fhe ot 184, the Jupe

uilding fre on Columbus av in 1998
mt the Albany-st fire of 191, tle was
commendet for saving the Hi'e of o man
whom he discovered struxgitng m the
tce oft T whart one night when he was
on stieet palrol. e has received styv-
eral severe injuiles, his worst being fa
the x.ts exploston ut the corner of Suti-
mer and Washington sts in 1896 e was
resciied by laddeyman, now  district
chlef, John O. Tuber,

The driver ot chemical 10 §s Thomays I
Kchoe, who takbs greut inide i his
borses, enpecially in Tommy, ofilclally
krown & No o 71, n 2¢eyear-oll hotse
that hus taken several bluo ribbons at
parades and horse shows. The hosemoen
are Johin I, McBiide, a quniitied lawyer
of the Magsuchisotts bar, gnd William
3. Mcbonuld, a veteran of the fore
since Jan 16, 1838,
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