POPE BICYULE BUSLBING BURNED

Only the Walls Remain of the Handsome
Poston Headquarters of the
Colambia Wheel.

BosToN, March 12,—The handsome bulld-
ing 219, 2921, snd 223 Columbus Avenue,
occupied by the Pepe Manufaciuring Com-
pauy, bleyele manufacturers, was dam-
aged by fire this afterncon, ‘The building
was six stories high, of white brick, with
terra-cotta trimmings.

The inside of the bullding from basement
to roof was almost entirely burned out, and
it is estimated that the loss both to build-
ing and stock will be about $125,000. The
fire started in the basement, presumably in
the woodpile just back of the boiler.

The bullding was supposed to be proof
against fire, bat it dia bdbut little toward
resisting the {lames, although the walls
bore the heat well and will probably be
of some use in rebuilding. The walls, how-
ever, on the upper story of the southerly
side are cracked, and this portion of the

-structure will have to be torn down.

When the fire started there were thirty-
five employes in the bnilding, and several
had a hard time getting out.

On the first, second, and third floors were
1,700 bleyeles, and the fourth .floor con-
tained about 5,000 tires. All of the wheels
and tireés were destroyed and alsc 175 sec-
ond hand wheels which were used on the
fifth floor in the riding academy. Besides
these articles, there were about 20,000
pieces of machirery, all of whieh were to-
tally destroved.

Willilam Ashton, the janitor, was on the
fifth floor when the fire was discovered.
He started down the stairs. When hae
reached the second floor he found that he
could get no further, and he was taken out
of the building with the aid of a ladder.
R, W. Winkley, the private secretary of
Col. Pope, was on this floor, and also had
to get out by means of a ladder.

Col. Popa's War Relies RHuarnzed.

Col. Pope, who was at the exhibition of
the designs for posters for his company in
the Metropolitan Bieyeling Company's
Academy, Sixtieth Street and the Boule-

vard, last night said to a reporter for THE
NEW-YORK TIMES that to him the prin-
cipal loss in the fire that destroyed the
Pope Manufacturing Company’s building in
Boston wvesterday, was his war relics and
valuable papers relating to the war,

Y valued them,” he said, ‘‘ more than
anything else the fire destroyed.”
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