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BOSTON'S OGLDEST

FIREMEN.

E |

Six Men, Now on Active Duty, Who Have Served the City From
Thirty-Seven to Forty-Five Years—They Have Had Thrilling
Experiences at Many of Boston’s Big Fires.
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SIX OF BOSTON'S OLD FIREMEN.

Fighting fires must be regarded as a
pretty healthy aceupation, judging from
six speclmena whe have served the city
for from 37 to 46 years.

The six oldost men ars the following,
all of them heing permancent members,
assigned to regular fire duty, the same
us men much younger:

Moses A. Jones, hoseman on combina-
tion wagon No. 2, South Boston—joined
tho department Aug 1, 1855. James B.
Prescott, captnin of engine company
No. 3, West Roxbury—joincd the de-
partnient Dec 1, 1856, WBrastus 1B, Jeffrey,
englueman engine company No, 41, All-
ston—joined the department Nov 1, 1857
John [I. Elllott, captaln engine com-
pany No. 40, 13ast Boston—joined the de-
partment Oct 1, 1839, Willlam T. Ches-
well, first assistant chlef—joined tho de-
partment April 1, 1563, J. 1. Le Favor,
captain enginoe company 24, Roxbury—
Jolned the d¢partment June 1, 1863.

Eogineman Jeffrey has been longer on
the permanent list than any others of
the lorpb, having been appointed Jan 1,
1860, Capt’ Prescott belng sccand, (rom
June 1, 1880, and hosemun Jones thlrd,
the date of his certitlente being Sept 17,
1860, .
© Toursof the men have passed the age
at which the law provides that they
;- may bé pensioned, 62, but it Is rarely

that n man cares Lo leave the service
to which he has given the best part of

- his life so long ag he I8 in good health

and {n tho enjoyment of all his facultles,

and commilssioner Ttussell belleves that

a fireman should be allowed to remain

on active duty as long 8 he is able and

willing, . Thut {3 why, for example, hoge-
mun Moses A, Jones still helps to put
out fires and“1s as anxious as ever to bo
first on the scene, nlthough July 19 he

will be 67 yenrs old, . .

The records of ail thess old members
18 strikingly stmilar, so far as falthful
applleation o duty and courageous
readinegs to do or die at all thines are
concerned, They. have all been nctive
rnnlclpunts in the many battles with
ire whiclt this clty has scen, apd they
have all had a ant in the development
of the Roston department, taking part
In its graowth from primitive methods
with hand tubs and buckets to one of
the best of the fire tighting services of
the world.

Ixeiting experlences have not been
vrusual, and they have done their part
in saving lfe. Into-thelr careera have
beon crowded for all these years the
samo whirl, of excitement, the narrow
escupes, the fights for exlstence and
the devotion to duty that go 1o make

& WP the llves of firemen in all large cit-
¥ {es, One of them related a highly in-

teresting eaperience to a reporter of
The Globe, and it is likely that the
othera conld tell more like It, but it
answers to show gsome of the things
men who have served as firemen for 37,
35 or 43 years have to go through oc-
casionally. The ona who told the story
did not want his name mentioned. *'T
am too old to e a hero now,” he re-
marked, *“but 1 want some of these
young fellews to know that we have
dong as much work and as good work
ay they are Qoing.

While not the aldgst permanent mem-
ber of the department, hoseman Moses
A, Jonas has probably seen more years
of servive than avy of the others, and
1s entitled to 1ank as 4he first in point
of service in the department today.,

He first joined hand englne 1 Aug 1,
IR55, when J, V. C, Smith was mayor
and Elishn Smith chief of the depart-
ment. In 1859 be was assigned to the iirst
firs englne used In the department, No.
1, and remained there until Sept 17, 1860,
when he was appointed on the perma-
nent foice and sent to engine No, 2,
which was then located in the quarters
on 4th st, where the comblnation wagon
now 18, and where Mr Jones stil}l re-
mains_on duty,

In February, 1864, he enlisted in the
army, and served for 22 months, heing
engaged for some time in Texas after
the closs of the war, Then he returned
10 the fire department, and took hls old
plnce with engine 2. May 10, 1882, che
engine company was transferred and
hose 12 put in the house, Mr Jones be-
coming attached to the latter plece of

apparatus, lMay 8, 1583, the hose wagon !

guve pluce to the cambination wagon,
+but Mr Jones was not changed, and he
iy there today,.

N |
He has been a tighting parvticlpant at |

all the bl fires Boston has had since
he joined the department. In the carly
days of the regular department, until
the reorganization: It was customary
for the South Rostdn apparatus to cover
all Boston second alarms, and Lo go as
far s Fast Moston on the third, while,

fn tha days of the old hand tubs, the!
ook turns in sprintng every:

campany
month to the city proper when a second
was saunded.
to work at all the big ones, therofore,
amd there has been so many that It can
hardly ba sald that he remembders cach
one, He hus served under Chiefs Elisha
%muh, Bird, Damrell, Greene and Web-

T, .
The old hoseman lves with his wite

and one Sgn &t No. 288 Finerson-st, and

he is one’of the glories of the South
Boston small boy’

Engineman Erastus E,“Jaffrey of en-
g&ine 11 has been a member of the per-

maneut force longer than any other'

Buoston fiveman. He was appolnted Jan
1, 1880, but previous to that joined the

call force and run with & “masheen.” !

Mr Jeffrey was a machinist, and his
career has been dgvoted to attending 1o
the mechanieal part of the appuraiue,
. having been attached to this branch o
the departnent since his appointment.
He was first made an assistant en-
glueman, but Oct 1. 1578, was promole
o enzinemad awd ;was attached to
“;:':‘“e S Y 1l sq. He remained
were unill July 1, 1874, when he was
f"‘m““‘“ in the same capaclty on en-
o .., Nov 3 1SN, he was seat _to
WEIne 3 in Brighton, and Feb 10, 1895,
“},er",‘sﬁ‘g““’ to engine i1 in Aliston,
Nt 1ok 1 new siatloned. .
h\'q{ Mrey Was Yacated =0 long In the
13N8Ss section of the city proper

that he was among the first to urrive

Mr Jotes had a chance!

4t all the big fites. but his statlon was
with his engine and it devolved on him
to keep hig compuny’s lines full;  lie
has been slightly injured a number of
timey, and in 1866 was run over on
State st.

He is hale and healthy today, lhow-
ever, and ready to stick to the depurt-
ment as long as his health 15 good and
he Is wanted.  Mr Jeffrey is the father
of three children, two of whon. live
with him nnd his wife at No. 13 Linden

st, Allston.

éxxm Jumes B. Prescott boasts of long-
er service as a firemnan than does en-
&lneman Jeffrey, but he did not become
& member of the deparument foree un-
til five months Iater, on June 1, 1860. He
Joined the call force Dec 1, 1855, almost
i year hefore the engineman, and served
on ladder 3. When he_became u per-
manent man he was made driver of this
same _apparatus.

At first the company was located at
the corner of Hrookline st and Harrison
avi=~hen it was removed to the corner
of Malden st and Iarrison av, and
finally it went to the present quarters
at the corner of Bristol st and tairi~
son av. ile was promoted to the cap-
tainey of ladder 3, May ¥, 1871, and
Sept 10, 1876, he was sent to West RRox-
bury to -take charge of chemical 7,
When the chemical was removed and
ehgine 30 instalied, he was given charge
of the new company, This was on July
10, 1883, and he has since been located
there.

Capt Prescott was a busy firernan in
his day with the lndder company. 1le,
too, has been a worker at all the large
fires and he has been a witness of
many thrilling scencs. JIe was present
and worked at the Gerrish market fire,
where the flrst steam fire engine ever
used in Joston did effective work, and in
1856 hoe was ‘one' of the party which
rescued a number from a North st
lodging house, although 11 persons were
killed, onoe of them being a fireman,

At the burning of n large paper ware-
house on Federal st In the 603 he wasg
at work near where firemen Tuttle and
Cutting were thrown from a roof und
buried In the ruins, and he directed the
rescuinyr party to the spot Where the
men _disnppeared. The Dodies were
found where Capt. Prescott said they
would he, but life was extinct. He also
did ladder duty on the Adelphi theater
and the Winthrop bulldings when those
Mg structures*were destroyed. .

énpt P'rescott was born in Newport,
Mea, Oct 8, 1838, and came to DBoston in
1852, 1le lives at 1 Bellevue st, West
Roxbury, with his wife and son. He is n
member of Siloam lodge, No. 2, I. O

Capt John "H. bhlliott was born in

care, N . Sept 6, 1839, He is a
healthy looking six:footer, and no one
to look at him would think he was over
three score years of age, He became a
call man on ladder 2, Kast Boston, Oct
1, 1839, and June’l, 1877, wus made call
captain of the company.
. When 1t was decided to replace all call
officers by permanent ones, Capt Elliott
dotermined to remaln {n the department,
and he was made the permanent captain
of the same ladder company. May 16,
1891, hie was attached to Sngine company
40, the command of which he retains to-
day. Capt Elliott has been slightly in-
Jured several times and has hau the
usunl experience of seelng and working
at all the blg Boston fires since 1860, e
Uves at 21 Trenton st with his daughter
and son. He is ¢ Red AMan. -

Willlam 1. Cheswell, assistant chlef
of the department, is the youngest old
man of the force. e was born in Bos-
ton, oh Pleasant st, Jan 7, 1843, and
Joined engine company No. 7 as a cull
hoseman April 1, 1863,  IIe was appoint-
ed driver of engine 4 from the call force
June 1, 1864, and was made assistant
engineman Jan 1, 1871, April 4, 1874, he
was promoted to Le engineman, and two
days later was made captain, retainin
hi? position on engine 4. -

{e was given the crossed trumnets of
district chief July 1, 1580, and Feb 8,
395, he was termed second assistant
chicf, becoming first assistant chief Nov
12,-1897.  The term iirst assistant has
since been abalished and he 18 now
known as assistant chief of the depart-

ment.

Mr Cheswel]l lives at No. 24 Chambers
st with his wife and three children. e
fs & member of \Joseph \Warren lodge,
F.oand A, M, St ‘Andrew’s chapter, R.
A, M., and Boston cemmandery, K.
T, He has also taken all the degrees
of the Scottish rite, having reached the
a4 degree. .~

He also belongs to Franklin lodge, 23,

i 1. 0. O, F., the lioston veteran ilremen’s

association and is nresident of the New
Englind state veteran firemen's league
He iv treasurer of the charitable asso-
clation of the Boston fire department,
the Barnlcoat fire assoclation and the
Firemen's cemetery association, and he
is trustee of funds of the Boston veteran
firemen. .

Capt J. 1I. Le Tavor joined the eall
force of the fire department the latter
part of 1861 on his faturn from z short-
termn_enlistment in Co K, 6th Massachu.
setts, but remained at the Vaslness only
a short time before starting off to the
Jxar again, enrolllng himself with Co
C of the 42 regiment. June ). 1823, he
again became’a firemnn, having served
10 days on his second enttstment.

He was uliathed 1o engine 30 and did
gservice in th1t cothmand all tegether
for §0 vears. Aug 4, 133, he was ap-
pointad to the perinanent foree, and Nov
29, 188, he was promoted to the cap-
tainey of the company, remaining there
until Feb 10, 1328, "when he was trans-
ferred to engine 24, Roxbury, where he
now is, Belng' cannected with ndder
3, Cant Le Favor has, of course,-segn
as much active fire duty as falls to the
lot of any man and he has had many.
thrilling escapes ‘ani much'hard work -

He was run over 37 years ago and se-
verely injured internally, snd at _the
\Winthrop bullding fire he was kuocked
oft a ladder and badly injureds Several
thnes ho has been =hLghtly hurt, but dus
stnlwnrt form today gives little idii-
cation of any permanent difficulyy. He
is a membar of post 7, G. A. R,, anad the
Beston veteran firemen's assoclatlon.
He resides at 28, Morse st, Dorchester,
with one daughter and two sons.

Chiet Webber is also one of the oldest
firemen of Yoston, but ke is not includ-
ed.In the’lisr, as he first became a
member of the Roxbury department.
Superintendent Hawkins of the repailr

shop has also had a carcer covering
more than 40 years, but he cannot be
said to be engaged in active fire duty
today.

In Charlestown there are 2 number of
call men who have served for more
than “twoscore years, but they have
never been connected with the depart-
ment, and depend principally on other
labor. The list given includes the six
men who have served the most con-
secutive vears in the Roston depart-
ment, and who gre in active duty today.
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