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(ALLANT “DICK” NO MORE.

Last Call for Commissioner
Richard F. Tohin.

Fire Department and 6. A, R. Circles
in Mourning.

Boston Born, He Filled Many Offices
of Trust and Honor.

Fire Commissioner Richard P, Tolin,
semor vicecornmander of the Grand Army
of the Republic, died at his home, 53 M st
Bouth Bostim, at 4 16 a, m. yesterday,
of valvalar troulle of the heart and Bright's
diseass of tha kidneys, having been sick for
the past four raonths,

Since ho wasappointed fire coromissioner,
in 1887, by Mayor O'Brien, Cupt. Tobin has
aever had a vacation, not desiring any, as

THE LATE RICHARD ¥. TORIN,

he wished to give his whole time to his busi-
ness dutles, and with his usual loyalty in
all matters, hie did not take that rest which
he needed so much,

For many months before and during
Grand Army week—Aug. 10 to 17—he had
additional duties to perform on the innum-
erable commitieos connecfed with the
receiving and entertaining of Grand Army
men from all over the country. ile
nover complained, but when that busy pertod
was over, at the earnest solicitation of his
family and friends, he decided to take a
brief respito, and was given two weceks’
leave of absence from his duties as supenn-
tendent of the Walworth Manufacturing
Company at City Point, and also was ex-
gused from his labors as fire commissioner.

He stayed at his home in Boston but a few
days, when, thinking the pure and
bracing air of country life and the rest hie
could there obtain would bhe beneficial to
him, he went to Morotown, Vt,

Capt. Tobin, at this time, was completely
worn out from overwork and also com-
plained of n throat trouble, which he
thought was bronehitis. While in Moretown
)1\ called npon r. Jaynes of that place,
a "well - known physician, who at

one time wns an  army  surgeon

with Gen. Veazey. Ho examined Capt.

‘Tobin and found that what was thought to

be bronchitis was but a swelling of the

palate, caused by excessive smoking, which
enused n tickling sensation in the tlnont,
resulting in frequent coughing. It was also
found that Capt. Tolin'y

ceese ¢ XMearl was Affected,

and although he was told that the throat

trouble was but a trifle, the heart troublo

might he serious, and the patient wonld

need careful treatment and, above all, a

rest.
By the doctor’s advice Capt. Tobin gave
up smoking. and up to the time of hig death
did not light a aigar.
Being homesick and feeling that lie conld
enjoy his rest mnch hetter with his devoted
wife and children. he returned to South
Boston, but only for a short thne.
In response to numerous cordial invita-
tions, lie, enrlv in September, was the guest
of Col. Cutting nt Pittstield, Mass,, where
he scemed to improve,
He returned to South Boston avparently
much benetitad, but entered his house des-
tined novor to loave it alive,
for days and wooks ho was able to sit at
tho window with some of his fanuly ever
around bim, but during tho latier partof
Seﬁtembcr he took to his bed. | .

is family physician, Dr. E. A, Gilman,
constantly attended him and when ho grew
wmso the assistance of Dr, Francis Minot
was called for consultation. le becamo
very weak and at that time his hife was de-
spaired of, He rallied, however, and fora
munth and a half he has been in acriucal
condition.

Matters bhecamo . morq serious  when
Bright's discase set In, and all hopoes for his
rerov @1y wers in vain,

About two weehs ago he began to fail
rapidly. Twice a consultation of the phy-
atcians was held, the second tune 1t being
fonnd that Capt, Tobin's caso was lonsless.
He spent. vory restless nights, would toss
and tumble, get hittle or no sleep, and the
morning wonld tmd him in A very weak
und exhausted condition
lie has not Jeft his bed,

Dr, Gilman's last visit to the patient was
at 1] o'clork Friday: whon he appeared
to he auite comfortablo.  During the day he
waw gpparently belter than at any tme
since Lie took to his bed, pnd the Tamily
had ‘yrest hopes for his recovery. At B
o'clock that might he went to sleep, spend-
ing a very casy night, and about 4 a, n.
yesterday ho was heard 1o _get up and go
mioan adiioinlng room. On getting back
into bed he was thoroughly exhausted
the effort had been too much for him, an
it was plain to be scen that

He Was Bying,
The family were summoned, and wers
around the bedsido when he passed awuy at
4

re

For seven weoks

18,

Capt. Tobin leaves a wife and soven chil-
dron, threo boys and four girls, the eldest
being Henvy Tohin, who is employed at the
Linecoln Nationa! Hank m this city.

he funeral arrangements will be an-

nouncea later. A 5

.Tho executivg commitieo of the National
Encampment of the G, A. R. for 1800 will
meet at the State Houso Tuesday afternoon
at 4 o'clock, to take action on the death of
h.‘”.l!“"- YVice-Commander-in-Chiaf Richard
}‘.‘ obin, who was 8 member of the com.
nijttec.

JMuchard F. Tobin was born in Xaston,
Nov. 20, 1844

Brought up, hke most Boston boys, in the
public schools. nothing of extraerdinary
mowment happenod in sarly life to forecast
the eareer of uspfulness and honor which
was his prude in lateryears

His boyhood was spent for the most part
within the borders of Oll Cambridge,

Tho e.wmmi days of thoe rebellion_found
young Tobin thoroushly enthused with the
aparit of union and patriotism, and to that
extent dil lhis love of country carry Inm
that {n 1861 he made several unsuccessful
attempts to shoulder 8 musket and march

1i tho to the front, but s age was
1 Deing then but 16 years

- ay after day, week after week, ho wit-

nessed the departyre of u-ocﬂa; from Cam.

bridge, where e then resided. for the seat

of war, and many _n shopwmate and friend

marched yly alowg . the ranks of

h}i{md defeuders, whila Richard was left
in

“Where there's a will there'sa way,” ha
thowrht, and when in 82 the government
called for threeanonths men, a company
was recruited in Camoridge and ondored to
report ut Faueuit Hall, Boston.

Nuw was hus opportunity.  Abruptly leav-
ing hiv work 1n the afternoon, he proceeded
10 the historic old hall, whero the boys were
guartered, with the firm intention of dou-
ning the blue, but to _his chagrin_he found
t{\e entrance guarded and mo admittance
the order. .

Detertmined, however, to gain admission,
he proceeded around tho corner of the \mild-
ing in hopex to find_ an inlet, No openlng

resented itself, and all that was left for
1im to do was to chimb the conductor and
reach one of the second »tory windows of
tho hall, This he imnstantiy did, but enly to
bLehold a sentiel on duty at the open
window,

Vhat now? .
Dick was over noted {or his ready wit and
quick perception, and in those days he pos-
sessed a suf umm;r of these_attributes, as
the following will show: When he ob-
served the “soger” on guard with his back
towards him, the laio senlor vice-com-

mander-in-chief of the Grand Army ht
‘upon a piece of strategy that would have
Done Credit to Napoleon.

Instead of retreating hie doubled himself
up in such a manner and twisted his head
into such a position that, when he attracted
the attention of the vigitlant guard the
Intter at once concluded that the boy was
endeavoriug to make his escapo instead of
trying toget in

With a ferocious exclumation of “Ah!ah!
you young raseal, you didn’t do 1t, aid
i’on"?lm ;irahbod the lnd by the collar and

weels and landed him in the middle of the

hall, and 1t was not five nmunutes after
ofore he was an enlisted man in the ser-

vice of the United States ) A

But his gluri was of short duration. His
ambition died an embryotic death, for in-
sidoof 24 howis his company was ordered
home and disbanded, and that was the last
of our hero’s soldiering, but not of service,

They were shipping boys for the United
States navy at that time, and Richard mm-
mediately repared to the rendezvons to
ship, only to find that 1t was necessary to
have the consent of his parents, as hie was
under age. This looked as though he was
doomed 19 eternal disappointment, but true
to his nature, he stuck to 1t, and duly be.
came one of the gallant erew of the United
States sloop-of-war Preble. After the do-
struction of that vessel he was transferred
to the frigate Potowac, and Iater to the gun-
boat l'iuth.l. all of which rendered effectual
service under Admiral Farragut in the West
Gulf squadron, \

Since the war, Capt. Tolun, as a comirade
of the Grand Army, hasbeen well and favor-
albly known throughout the Departinent of
Massachusetts, hayving been an energetic
and honured member of that organization
for the past 15 vears, He was connected
with Post 7 of Boston and Post 30 of Cam-
bridge, of which post ho was senior vice-
commander and afterwards commander,

Ho was a member of Post 2 of South Bos-
ton, and had held the nnportant otlice of
comnuader of tho Deparument of Missa-
chusett~, Grand Army of the Revublie.
Ervery one huows withh what enthusiastic
ununity the natonal Grand Army con.
sention clected hun, dunng encampment
week, to the exalted ofiice of <enior vice-
comuandrr-m-chref of tho orgamyation;
and there are plenty who predicted for him
a future and greater honors m the pudbhic
walks of life. N . .

Comrade Tobin filled many offices of civil
trust and honor, among them being that of
member of the Cambridge City uncil
assistant engineer of the fire dopartinent o
the same ey, member of the State Legisla-
ture from toston, to which brauch he was
elected for nsccond term by one of ths mwoat
populir vetea over viven o candid e, His
record in the Lemnlature ay the champion
of the “soldicty’ exemption Wi and other
easures of interest to veteraus is well
huown and appreciated by comrades. ‘That
bill, indecd, has always been universally

Isnown as **Tha Tobln Bil,

Nowhere better thanin his career on Bea-
¢on Hill aid Capt. Tobin show his strength
of character to better ndvantage. No one
even ventured to influenco his ;udgment by
any of those meaner devices of policy. It
WaS necessary to approach lum with honor-
able argument, and while he might some-
t:mes be deccived his could never beshin.
self coaxe Linto a decevtion. His specthes
wers always short, vigorous, manly and
practical. Some men might regret his posi-
tion at sumes on public questiong, but none
ever questioned his sincerity,

¢t an early age Capt. Tobin learned the
trade of iron moulding with the éh-mof
%Eunn ey & Co.. and at the time of
death was superintendent of the \Wal.

worth Manufactusiug Company at City
Point, South Boston.

He was appointed on tho Boston board of
firecomnussion: r~ by Mavor O'Brienin 1887,
His appointimient satisfied a large number,
and surprised_Inmsetf, for ho had never
solicited the oifice e has done excellent
workin the st vice, and the ethelency of the
departiment 1s due in a great measuie to his
quick perception, L

Foice of character, and love of justice
were born m i, and inall s works and
naportant oftices the sturlmg. qualities of
his character have been roadily seen and
always appreciated. Ay kind father and
hushand, o loyal comrade and a taithful

publie servant. “Honest Dick Tobin” will
ha long 1omenibered, and his mauly quali-
t1es will serve to lift otheis in the race of
lifa to a highor plansand loftier acpirations.

To have known him for five minutes is to
hiave boen his fiiend for yoars, and to have

nown him for veins 1s to have found a por-
sonal loyalty unchangeable,

The guarantes ot “Dick™ Tob:n’s popu-
larity was ever his own _ enguging per-
sonality, That, for example, 1 the recent
contest for THe Grobe’s awoud stoad be-
hind Lis note than a million vetesasan un-
weasured fund of  whole-hearted, clear-
headed, friendly loyalty.

LETTERS OF CONDOLENCE.

Araangements for Funeral-Actions of
Orgamzations,

Theresidence ot the late Fire Commis-
sioner Richard 1%, 'l'olin on M st South
Boston, wasall day yesterday hushed in
silence, and but few visitors called amaong
them being. Mayor Hart, Fire Comnus-
sioners Fitch and Murphy, Chief Webber
and Dystrict Chief Mullen of the fire depart-
ment.

Letters of condolence and telegrams camo
m rapdly 1o the bereaved widow. One of
the lotters, received fimn _the commandor
of Post 2, of wiich decensed was o member,
read as follows;

HLALQL a1 s Danttaney Post, 2, G

Sot i BosTtoy, hov

. R,
., 1800,

Mes Tonine
D1 an Nap ik —=With suinezs 1 have Jearned of
the death of your husbnd and our beloved com-
rade and true friend. Panlon the intrusion at this
time, when your hieart {8 crushed with sorrow.  Per.
mit me to extend to you the sympathy of the
members of Dahlgren Post, who estcemed him so

highity, Yery truly yours,
3pngaxiy F. Drowy,

der.

deepest Lereavement, and sorrow with you in the
Joss of u true fricnd, brave soldier and loving com-
rade, now “mustered home,” I 1can gerve you in
any way pleage command e,

B SsaMIy S, LoVELL,

Another was as follows;

ReTeavp, Vi, Nov, 82, 1800,
NMrs R I, Tebin, South Doston, Mass,

Permit me to voice the sympathy L know tlus great

order has for you in this hour of your and thelr loss
€I Qo o,

¥ Adjt.Gen, (1 AR,

Other similar communications weie ro.
cerved from Johm C. Linnehan of Concord,
N.IL; 1. W, Buist, mspector-geneial, Chi-
eago, 11L; John H. Cook, auditor of the
Boston enstom house: William M. Oh, col-
lector’s office. of the custom louse, and
George 5. Willis, .

Arrancements for the funeral, which wlil
vrobably take wvlace Wedncsday morning
has not yet beon made,

At a_meeting held at 18 Post Office sq.
yosterday afternoon, Jobn H. O’Dm\n(?ﬁ.
superintendent of the Wnght & Potter
Printingg Company, and also assistant quar-
tetmaster-zeneral and Fire Commissioner
John R, Murphy were appointed & gommit-
teo of arrangements to work in conjunction
with the fawmily. | )

A general committee will be chosen from
the following: The national staff, the de-

| partment staff, the fire department, the
i Kewsarge Veferan  Association, and the
faiizens of South Boston,

¢ Dahlgren Post, 2, will verform_guard of
“honor duty, A special meeting of this post
13 called for Monday evening, by which
time 1t _is exnceted  everything will be
arranged for the funcral,

TRIBUTES TO MR. TOBIN.
Fire Department Buildings to be Fit-
tingly Draped.

There was general mourning at Clity Hall,
yesterday, over the death of Fire Commis-
stoner Tobin, Mayor Hart sent out the fol-
lowing to the City Counceil:

Gyt sseN—Richard F. Tobin, firo comimissioner,
died at his om0 South Boatva this morning  Yon
are requeated 1o sneet ut your respective chambers,
in City Hall, on Monday, Nov, 24, at noon, 10 take
such action as mny be appropriute, Commisstoner
‘fobin hns been in office sinea May, 1837, giving all
the services that loyalty, integrity and apecial train.
ingand the deepest interest in his calllng could
possibly render

o i

Another read:
HeAbQuaRTELs DFPARTUENT of M \«\t‘m‘-}'
SeTTs, GRAND ARNY o 30k RepunLie,
Bos1oy, Moy, w2, 1500, )
Mrs. B ¥, Tolia

Dewve Mapay: —1 rmodicected by the depart-
ment cominander o evprids fayou ile sorrow of
24,000 cwinrades of Mussachuseitsan the death of
oar beloved Comrade Tobin. None Knew hum but
to love htm for lus manly qualities and generons
heartedness. To his comrades he s not dead,
for be Lives in their hearts, and o live In
the hearts of those that are left behind
janotto die, We give to yout and your cluldren our
deepest love and sympathy, trusting He who eares
for the widow and fatheriass will cure for you. The
world to you looks «durk, but it &2 were not for the
durkress of the mght there would be no joy for the
morirg  1f there is av . thmg we van do 0 ghten
the sorrow vou have only to dorunen I ns

1 have the honor 10 be, yours respecitully,

A, C. MUAROE, Assistant Adjutant-General,

A tel received during the morning
was as follows:

East WEvMoUTH, Mass,, Nov. 23, 1800,
3Mrs. RicBARp TomiN~—T extend most sincere
sympathy to youreelf and family in tuis hour of

Tobin held the second highest posl
tion in the Grund Army of the Repudblle, and was an
Lonur both to the Grand Atmy and the city of Bos
toi, Tuoxas N. Harr, Mayor,

Nov. 22 1800,

At noon yesterday came following from
the nre conmissioners:

To His Honor Tumuas N, Hart, Mayor.

Dr sin—We have to make to you the pamnful
announceinent that our aasocfate, Commissioner
Richard F. Tobin, tied this morning at 4 15 o’clock.
1f there are any suggestions that you may desire to
make to us, we should bs glad to walt upon you.
Very traly yoars, RoBERT G. Fircy,

Jony R. Mueyruy,

To this Mayor Hart answered:

The Honoruble the Boanrd of Fire Commissioners:

GFMTLLAEN—The dsath of RUchard F. Tobin, a
uember of je hrard, annottieed in yeur coturna.
nication of Pas day, will cause deep tegret through.
oul the ¢ity and fn the Grand Army o2 the Repnblic,
Commissioner Tobin baving seived the city most
faithiully and to general satisfactivn. Tbe Grand
Army of tha has h it ©
Tobin with {ts second highest ofice. Mr. Tobin's
private lfe was blameless and pare. His loyalty
and devotion were nover doubled- He was honest
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and true, His unselfishness was perfect, In view
of the loss sustained by your «depurtment, you are
hereby {nstructed to drape the department binldings
tn shaple mourning, indicating In a plain manner
the death of the conunissioner, and to jet these fm-
blemsd remain for 30 4ays. Yon are antharized to
take such further action as you may think right.
Respectfully, Tuiaxas N, Harr, Mayor.
Nov. 22,

Brothers-In-Arms
Chailes Russoll Post, 7, G. A, R, will have
a spocial meeting Monday evening, to take

action on the death of Senior Vice.Com.
mander-in-Chief Richiard F. Tobin.

Tobin Honored in Towell.

LoweLn, Nov. 22.—Flags on the Grand
Army halls are at half mast tonight as a
mark of respect to Richard F. Tolin,



