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EAWJY FIRE APPARATOS

Bostyn Had the First Engine
on This Continent.

John .jxud Thomas Mill of This City
2 Built One in 1733,

Trom Ti‘mg Time on Many Mors Were
Constructed Here,

For a great many years the United
States has led'the world In the sclenceo
of fire-fightingand the invention and
improvement of fire apparatus and
equipment.

Boston Las either led In the adoption
and use of tha latest fire machinery, or
it has been among the first to do so.

Boston possessed the first fire enging
on this contlnent, which it imported
from London in 1678, It had six englnecs
when Phlludelphin,ﬁ the sfecond city to
possess ong, purchased its first in 1718,
New Yeork was third in 1752, Salem

fourth in 1749 and altimore fifth in

1750,

All of these engines were small af-
fairs, without either suction or leading
hose, and ware buflt by Richard New-
sham of London, who built nearly all
the fira engines used in the world at
thai time.

Only one of these engines is knbwn to
be in existence at tho present time, the
one built in 1749 for Salem, or, rather,
for Richard Derby of that plate, who
presented it to the town.

It was In active service thero for
many ycars, and a number of years ago
was presented to a Philadelphia fire
company, and is now in possession of
tho Veteran firemen's assoclation, of
that city, and is on public exhibition
at their headquarters. 1t 1s the oldest
picce of firo apparatus on this conti~
nent.

‘The first American fire engino was
built by John and Thomas Hill of_DBos-~
ton in 1733, the next by Anthony Nieh-
ols of Philadelphia in 1735, and by \Wil-
iiam Lindsay of New York in 1737, none
of which was a success, and none was
cver in the service of elther of the
pleces named.

As early as 1634, Boston, then 21 yeara
old, gave its selectmen authority to
rurchase of Joseph Jenks of Lynn ilve
engines, but there is no record that the
engines were purchased or that Alr
Jenks ever built an engine.

The nrst successful American fire en-
gine nas built by Thomas Lote_of Now
Ycrk in 1743 and was used by No. 3 en-
gine company for a number of years,
Other fire engines ot that city wero also
bLuilt by him.

Capt David Wheeler of Boston, a
skilled blacksmith and theoriginal light-
ning rod man, built the second success-
fu fire engine in 1765, which he, jointly
with John Green, presented to the clty.
It was known as Green, No, 10, after-
ward Brooks, No. 11, and was lceated in
Bedford st. Capt Wheeler, who had pre-
viously been foreman of one of tho
cempanies using a Newsham engine,
was appointed foreman of the company
selected to man thls one, and its flrst
servico wits to extinguish a fire in his
own dwelling.

In 1767, the year after Capt Wheeler
bullt his first engine, the town by voto
ntohibited the further importation of
fire engines, as the Wheeler machino
was considered the equal of those mane-
ufactured abroad.

tlehard Mason of Philadelphia in-
vented and commenced the manufacture
of hand engines in 1778 and by himm _and
his successors, Mason « Glbbs, John
Agnew and Jacob B. Haupt continued
their manufacture until steam super-
seded hand engines just before and dur-
Ing the civil war. This concern built
what is known as the *Philadelphia,’” or
double-deck cngine and was the first
of saveral firms to do so.

Edward Thayer of Boston commenced
to bulld flre engines about 17% and con-
tinued untfl 1849. All of Berton's en-
gires the first part of this century were
built by him and many throughott New
England by him and his successors, Ed-
ward, L. G. and Stephen Thayer., How-
ard & Davis, manufacturers of clocks
and balances, were Thayer's suceessors
in 1819, although they bullt an entirely
different machine and continucd in the
business only a few years, when they
abandoned It for the clock and watch
business.

W. C. Hunneman established a fire en-
5me business in Roxbury in 1792 and his

escendants continuea for un century
lacking a few years. More Hunneman
hand engines were hullt than those of
any other pattern, and they went to all
parts of the clvilized worid and many
are in active service at the present time,
somo of which were made three-quar-
tors of o century ago.

The first successful suction fire en-
gine. the Hydraulion No. 1 of Provi-
dence, R 1. was Invented and .built by
Sellers & Pennock of Philadelphia in
1822, and was one of the world wonders
of that time. Peonle came in large
numbers from all sections to see it
work. Through the efforts of Boston's
second mayor, Josiah Quincy, this city
was one of the first to undopt them, and
in a few yeurs none but suction engines
were made,

Four years before the Hydraullon its
builders had Invented the flrst success-
ful leading hose, which was made of
jleather and copper riveted, and thie,
with suctlon engines, completely revo-
lutionized the fire service of the country
and abolished the old bucket system,
which had held sway for upward of 200

years.

Philadelphia used the first leading
hose in 1791, but it was not successful,
and Boston had one in 1798, which was
also o fadlure, The flremen were op-
posed to leading hose because it placed
the engines so far away from the fire
that they could not sec it burn.

Prior to this time ail the hand en-
gines were stationed as near as possi-
ble to the fire, the tub of the engine
fitled with water by bucket passers
from the nearest water supply, and,
through a short metal pipe attached to
the engine, pumped on the flames, a
crude  systemn, fiecessitating all the
avajlable men and frequently women
and children to operate it.

More of the engines had o gallery in
the center, in the top of which was the
play pipe, called the goose neck, and
piere the pipeman stood and directed
the stream. This gave the name to the
gooseneck engines, most of which were
built tn New York and Phtladelphia,
many of which are in existenco at the
present time,

The principle of the carllest hand
engines was the box or tub, which was
titled with water, and from the first to
tho present time hand engines have al-
wuays been called ‘‘tubs.”

IWith suction englnes and leading hose
camne lines of hand engines, one play-
ing into another, instead of lines of
bucket passers, when the water supply
was some distance from the fire, as it
frequently was, as water supply Rys-
Lcl\msé were then very ‘few and insufil-
clent. . -

When such llnes were formed, some-
times with n number of engines in line,
each company would endeavor to wash
another by giving it more water than it
could take care of, which -overflowved
and washed the outside of the engine;
or to pass more water than it was re-
celving and suck alr, and to elther
wash or suck another engine, which
was then uy great a victory as it Is now
to win the champlonship at long dis-
tance playing.

Soon fhic contests developed into chal-
enge contests, of which the hand en-
zine musters of the past half contury
ire the result,

The first steam firo engine was bullt
by George Hraithwait of Iondon in 1829
and the second by PPaul Hodge of New
York, nelther of which was a success.
The first was designed by Capt John
Eriesson of ironciad monitor fame,

The first successful steam fire engine
was built by Atiles Greenwood of Cin-
“innati in 1852 from designs made by
Moses Latta and named thoe Uncle Joe
Rosg, in honor of the alderman who in-
‘roduced the order for its purchase,

3oston was the first clty outslde of
Cincinnati _to recognize the merlts of
steam in five service, and {n 1855 pur-
:hased of A. B. & E. Latta, Mr Green-
nood's successors, a steam flre engine
similar to the Uncle Joe Ross at a cost
of $9000. It was named the Miles Green-
wood In honor of the father of steam
ire engines.

This engine wasg not a success, owing
‘0 Its excessive welght, between seven
ind eight tons, although it did excellent
iervice at three large fires, Grrrish mar-
<t, April 12; Gray's wharf, July 2, and
North st, July 29, 1856.

It demonstrated that steam was su-
serior to muscle In operating fire en-
rines, and in 1858 the city councll au-
herized 2 competitive test of steam fire
ngines for prizes of $500, $300 and $200,
ontributed by insurance compantes.

T'nis test took place on the common,
Aug 21, with four contestants, the Elisha
smith, built by George W, Bird & Co,
Last Boston: New Era, by the Boston
locomotive works; Lawrence, by Scott
& I3ean of Lawrence: and Philadelphia,
by Recanie & Neafie of Philadelphia.

There were a number of tests and the
fudizes awarded the flrst prize to the

Philadelphia, the second to Lawrence
and the third to ISlisha Smith.

1n December, 1858, two steam fire en-
giney, Belipse No. 6 and Lawrence No, 7.
went inlo fervice by contract with their
boilders, and during 1839 and 1860 the cu-
tire Boston department was changed
from hand to steam, and was the first
municipal steam fire department on the
face of thz globe, sntedating Cincinnati
by several years,

Boston was the first to have an elec-
tric fire alarm tclegraph system, and the
first fire alarm ever given by clectrieity
was from statton 7 on the old Cooper st
church at 8.0 p m, April 29, 1852

New York had the first insurance pro-
tective brizade in 1839, Boston the sec-
ond in 1839,

Foston had the first fire boat Jan 1,
1801, the flrst modern hose wagon In 1881,
and was the first city to use portable tire
extinguishers in 1869, New York had
the first horse chemical engine in 1872,
which it_early abandoned because it was
suppored rhat 1t would supersede steam
fire cngines and throw a_large number
of fircmen out of work. Boston had its
first horse chemical in 1873, and was the
first city to make them a success and
keen them in constant use.

Doston and New York ‘first used self-
propelling or horseless engines at the
same time, {n 1572, and both abandoned
them atter au ‘trial. New York at onc
time had five in service.  Chicago, De-
troit, Milwaukee, Fon du T.ac, Brooklyn
and Ilartford all tried and abandoned
them, exeept Ilartford. Boston readopt-
ed them in 1897,

Boston_user! the first fabric hose in

1837, St Joseph, Mo, the titst swinging

harness in 1871, New York the first wa-
ter tower in 1579, Boston the sccond in
March, 1882; Chicago the first sliding
polo in 187§, Somervilie the first combi-
nation apparatus in 1884, New York the
first acrinl truck (Hayes) n 1868 (the
first ordinary ladder truck in 1722), and
Bostcn the second in 1820,

St Louis had the first pompler or life-
saving bhrigade in 1877, Boston had the
rirst veteran firemen’s assoclation n
1833. Cincinnatj the first full pald fire de-
partment, commencing In 1552, and New
York the sccond in 1863, Ashland the
first firemen’s muster in 1849, and Fall
River the first horso stalls with folding
doors opening into the apparatus room
abhout 1870.

Philadelphia hal the first hose com-
pany in 1803, which used a vehicle simi-
Iar to the present hose wagon. except
that it was hauled by hand. That city
also had the first hosa reel in 1809,

San Franclsco is the only large city
that has a call force at tho present time.
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