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‘ENGINE 44, RESPONDING TO AN ALARM. IS AN INSPIRING SIGHT.

She

Boston Fire Boat Throws as Mu

Zaa

ch Walter as Eight Land Engines.

Can Pump 7500 Gallons of the Ocean into the Midst of Flames in a Single Minute—Three-Inch Streams That Can Knock Holes Through Brick Walls—Salt Water Pipe Line Ashore and Its Use—

Day and Night 120 Pounds of Steam is Kept in the Boilers—Sleeping Quarters of the. Firemen on India Wharf—Jocko. a Monkey, unofficially Installed as No. 17 of the Crew.

\‘ 7 ITH her siren blowing a warn-
: ing to cratt of all kinds to

clear the way Boston's fire-
bout. officlally known to the department
as cuglne 4, is, on her way to a fire
an faspiring sizht. Also she Is a mighty
comforting one to all the owners of
ihe mitlions of dollars’ worth of s~hip-
ping and stationary property along tne
water front, lecause the properiy own-
ers know the capabihities of the boat
and that wniess It 8 a very extraordi-
nary fire, indeed, engine 44 will get
there in time to drown it out before
great damage can be done.

Engine 44 is one of the most valuabie
pleces of fire-fighting apparatus in the
entl1e depattment and the oflicers and
men who compose her company say
that, placed on one side of a dock fire
and with plenty of water to float the
boat, they ean do more toward putting
out a big blaze than all the 40 odd land-
going steam engines in the department
tombined could do placed on the oppo-
slte side of the blaze. .

The landgoing firemen aren't quite as
enthusisstic about the fireboat’ as are
her company, who know her best, but
the land nremen admit that engine 44
s & wonder in the fire fighting line,
and they are always mightily pleased
fo see her anchored alongside a blaz-
Ing pier with her water batteries turned
on full foree,

Engine 44 ean throw 750 gallans of
water a minute, and keep it up indeti-
bitely, whils the most powerful of the

dgolug steam engines in the depart-
ment can throw only about 1000 gallons
of water u munute. It takes eight of
the best land engmes to equal 44's ea-
Pacity at water throwing. Besides she
distributes sult water.

Some of the fire sharps have It fig-
Ured out that for the purpose of fire
Nuelching two gallons of salt water
Are equal to three of fresh water.

Enzine 48 is not only the department's
:hlej reltance in putting out water
l:;:l fires, but she is depended upon to
ussistance of the very highest or-

L:{«Bl fires some distance removed from
ink dochs, or wlong a number of streets

the business section where many mit-

Yozs of dollars' worth of property can
‘mmm)nd by the salt water service,

eh is provided through the powerful

PURPS of the freboat. Beginning at

entral wharf, on the water front, there

8 specliliy Iuid line of heavy pipe
::NFS Cintral wharf, through Ceatral

nEresy »t, Postottice 2q and down

‘:;lﬁ'\;s st again to Atlantic av as an
seni T} to the regular tresh water

Miee of the land golng fire engines.
‘_'f‘h‘ere‘nrc L2 hydrants along this salt
u:\;r» l..nc, and when a fire breaks out
W-sa .-xtrc i the district within 109 tect

of elther side of this line, the fives
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boat proceeds to the end of Central
wharf, attaches her powerful pumps to
the salt water ..ne, sends a lot of her
heaviest hose and biggest nozzles ashore
and proceeds to push volumes of cld
ocean into the midst of the uptown dis-
turbance. When engine 41 begins pump-
ing salt water through the plpe they
put a crowd of the huskiest hosemun
they can tind at the nozzles, and they
have about all they can do to contro:
the powerfu] streams.

At a recent exhlbition of the fire-
boat and 1ts crew the engine was set
at Central wharf and the stream she
forced through the salt wuter pipe was
sumticlent to carry a solid three-inch
stream a dtstance of 346 feet from a
hose attached to the salt water hydrant
at Congress st and Atlantic av. a mile
distant from where the fireboat wns
playing and at a point most remote
from the source of poner. A Stream o0f
that size and volume is sufficient to
knock a hole through an ordinary brick
wall, and the exhibition was very com-
forting to persons who OWnN Dproperty
within the district protected by the salt
water plpe.

Engine 4§ is berthed at the south side
of India wharf, and is a fomiliar sight
to passengers on the ferryboats of the
narrow-guge road, the Nantasket steam-

ers and the boats running jetween Bos-
ton and Portland, but on( annot get a
sausfactory idea of the { reboat’s size
or-power without going at urd.

The fireboat Isn't a part! ularly beau-
tiful craft, us seen at a lf :le distance,
but when you go aboard ;nd see the
powerful engines and pu ps. observe
her depth of hold and brealth of beam,
and see how substantial everything 1s
you quickly get a comprehensive idea
of thegreat power contained in the boat,
and you also get a satisfying view of
some fine nautical housekeeping, for
every pivece of metal is kept polished up
to the requiréments of a man-o'-war,
and the decks must be holystoned like
those of a fagship.

The hreboat has a complement of 16
men all told, and although there are no
sleeping accommodations aboard there
is always a wideawake man on guard,
and day and night there are 1M pounds
of steam in the bollers and the boat
can be started to a fire as quickly as

a land going engine.
The xiremgn who man the boat sleep

on the second floor at the outer end ot
India wharf, where they have a tele-
phone and fire alarm tapper just as
they do in the engine houses ashore,
and the crew can jump out of their
beds, pile aboard the boat and be on
the way to a fire calling for their serv-
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ices as quickly as their brothers who
g0 to fires behind galloping horses, or
with self-propelling steam engines.

In the living rooms on the wharf
there i3 always & man on watch just as
there i# in a land engine house, and
aboard the boat the men stand watches
of four hours each, the man on the
boat having among his other duties that
of keeping up steam and seeing that har- |
bor thieves do not sneak aboard and|
make off with any of the fittings. "

The boat Is so blg that she is com-
fortable for the men doing duty on
board, while the quarters of the crew
on the wharf are fitted up with as many |
conveniences and comforts as any of'
the houses uptown, including a Ia.rgef
smoking and lounging room and ai
billlard room. The men also have a,
roof garden from which they can over-
look the waters of the harbor, and in'
summer, with crowds of summer girls

'
|

golng to and from the beaches the fire-| hoseman H. E. Smith.
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the boat never has to go far enough
down the harbor to encounter any very
heavy weather, but she is a seaworthy
craft, and could ride out a heavy sea if
it were necessary.

The boat answers first alarms on 91
regular boxes. There are two additional
boxes to which she responds on secord
alarms, and three more boxes to which
she goes on third alarms.

Her crew have to possess a lot of qual-
ifications that are not required of the
firemen in the firehouses on land. For
instance, there are four of them who
have licenses as masters of steam craft,
two are iicensed as pilots and five are
hicensed as engineers, entiling them,
by permission of the federal govern-
ment, to fill similar positions on any
craft which plies these waters.

Capt Robert A. Riurchie of engine com-
pany 44 is one of the licensed masters.
and the others are Lleut Walter S.
Eaton, senior hoseman C. S. Moran and
The llcensed

men have plenty of_diversion in watch-; pilots are hosemen R. A. Nugent and
ing them, while all the year they can: W, S Slauenwhite. These men are not

see the shipplog passing to and fro.

fonly qualified to take the boat any-

The firehoat Is 110 feet long, of 178, where In the waters about Boston, but
tons register, 1s 27 feet beam and has a(are fuly competent to operate her to
draft of 10 feet 6 Inches. She can easily ) the best advantage when they get to
make 11 knots an hour and is one of the; the sceng of the fire.
most easlly managed boats, according! One of the diversions of the comple-
to her crew, of any craft of similar ! ment of the fire boat is to get under way

dimensions in the harbor.

Of course, | twice In each 24 hours and pull out ianto

the stream to let the Portland steamers
in and out of thier slip. The steamers
sall at 7 o'clock each evening on the
trips eastward, and pulling out Into
the stream for them at that time doesn’t
disturb anybody very much. But the
steamers arrive, ordirarily, at incon-
venient hours in the morning, the Gov
Dingley usually coming into the har-
bor sbout 2:30, and the Bay State uv-
eraging an hour later, and getting out
of their way at that time in the morn-
ing isn't always pleasant. When tne in-
coming stieamer blows for the berth
the rules provlde that at least one engi-
neer and one pilot shall be on duty
and in charge of the boat, and always
one and sometimes both of those of-
ficers have to be called from the slecp-
ing quarters td do this work, which
only takes 15 minutes or so, but which
interrupts many a good nap

In case of an alarm from a box to
which the fire boat responds, the crew
tumbles aboard as quickly as the mem-
bers of & land company could get-on the
engine and hose wagon, and with her
whistle shrieking a warning to all craft
to make nay, the fire boat heads for tha
scene of trouble while the men dash
into the cabin aft and don thelr rubber
coats and helmets, so that by the time
they reach the fire they are all ready
to tackle it
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Every man has his station, just as he
would on a warship, and the men go to
work on the fire in a business-
like manner. On the main deck
forward there are two big nozzles,
worked by levers, and from which can
be thrown powerful, solid streams of
2% or 3 inches diameter as desired, and
on top of the pllot house I8 another
nozzle or pipe of similur dimensions, all
three being so located and arranged
that they can throw their streams
straight ahead or to port or starboard,
23 the case requires. The firemen call
i these three pires the bow guns and the
zppellation is an appropriute one, be-
cause the streams of water are thrown
| with a force approaching that of a pro-
+Jectlle from a z2un and when they strike
’somelhing has 10 give way.

On the main Jeck forward of the pilot
house there are, supplementary to the
bow guns, a dozen pipes, connected wWith
the powerful pumps, to which can be,
attachad lines of hose: throwing either a '

2% or a J%-inch stream, as may be re-|
quired, and they can be played through'
either the extra heavy hose carried on,
the flreboat or through the ordinary:
hose from a land house. Ordimarily,
‘ however, there is no necessity of coup-:
fing up to a land house hose, becanse
+in the fireboat’s equipment there is in-
{ cluded over a mile length of heavler

SAOICIMG AND Poor, TRooss o1 (REHARE

and more durable hose than jg used by
the ordinary fire engine company, and
through it can be forced much more
powerful streams than the ordinary
hose could take.

€apt Ritchle, Lieut Eaton, and the
men of their command are’ all appre-
clative of the rsponsibilities resting
upon them as the crew of the fireboat,
and they are all proud of the craft, her
abilities and her accomplishmenta. The
life is monotonous, of course, but the
constant attendance on his duties of any
tireman is also monotonous, and there
are few, {f any, of the outflt of engine
4+ who would be willing to exchange his
billet for one in a land company.

Some time ago one of the firemen
came into possession of a young, small
but mighty active monkey. who bas
been named Jocko and unofficlally ig-
stalled as No. 17 of the crew. Jocko
has been provided with a miniature fire~
man's uniform, a little helmet and a

, small badge, and he looks solemn and

funny enough running along the after
rall till he reached tho end of
the tether which restrains his activities
somewhat. Bometimes, for diverston,
the firemen let Jocko run out on the end
of a boathook when a flood tide is run-
ning, and the way Jocko can catch and
dmf in a floating orange or other fruit
drifting on .the water is something
worth going to India whart to see.



