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FIRE FQUIPMENT OF BOSTON MORE THAN
TWICE AS LARGE AS BALTIMORES

Chief Cheswell Has Fifty-Three Fire Engines at His Command—These With Chemical Engines, Ladder

s 1TUCKS a.nd Combination Companies Make a Formidable Fire-Fighting Force Which Boston Can
Rely on in Case of Conflagration.
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AROUND THE BORDER OF THIS CHART IS A REPRESENTATION OF ALL THE ENGINES, HOSE WAGONS, FIRE BOATS AND CHEMICALS IN THE BOSTON
DEPARTMENT, ARRANGED AS IN A PROCESSION.

Bostonians could hardly belleve the fireboat, provided that the fire could be Cﬂl‘_l-‘)l‘&‘ of ¢© nveving two tons cach No. %—fth st, corner O, South Boston,' No 7—Mreting House Hill, Dorchester
statement made during the recent dis- reached from the water front. To each Accouding to the last repoit of the dre  No. g—Harrlson av, cotner Bristol st., No. f—TFort Hill su.
astrous fire that devastated the business g{g’ (éf t}}\leso 43 steam f“nkﬂng"zﬂé; tdq;. fﬁ:“’df;ﬁ’l{;'!‘gén:““r“ were #32 holses 10\ j-bLuuen st ' I\\'ﬂ %Ofglin st, Charlestown,
ned a hose wagon carrving 34,206 {ee g « . No 5—Martion st, East Boston. No., 1 cnter st, Jamalea Plain,
i‘gcﬂlmt‘t of ;thehf,.l;yb:: 2]43‘”‘:;‘“@»‘ “::‘ e o T hiored n the Ccompanies’ |, Lst year Boston spent SLTAMIY N, 6—Leverett st. No. 11—Chestnut Hill av, Brighton,
o latter city engines in the houses are 21,798 feot of reserve hose. In his report  No 7—East st N>. 12—Tremont si, Roxbury.

firo departmont.

The battalion chief in charge of the
New York apparatus that was dls-
patched to Baltimore in responso to the
latter city’s request for =ald, is on
record as saying that Baltimore dldn’t
have half engines enough,

Since the Daltimore conflagration
Bostonians have been comparing the
fighting flre forces of the two cities,
and they express themselves as being
satisfled that Boston is about twice ag
wall fitted to cope with such a fire as

was Baltimore,

The Globe's Baltimore correspondent
atates that in the recent fire in that city
the fighting force was made up as fol-
lows:

Twenty-four engines.

Eleven hook and ladder companies.

Three chemical engines.

‘Two water townels

‘Three protectivo or salvage ocmpa-
nies.

Veteran Boston firemen say that such
a force {s totally Inadequatc for city
of the siz of Baitimore, In fighting the
fire tho chief of the Baltimore depart~
ment was atsisted by six district chiefs.

Tt is true that Baltimore's arcn is not
as large as Boston’s, tne former cover-
ing 31% square miles and ths latter 4211%
square miles, but flremen say that no
even this difference in the area of thae

ood excuse for Baltimore's
gmall numger of enFlnes. The populn-
tion of Baltimore is glven aa 8,957,
while Boston’s 1s put down as 560,892, ac-
cording to the la3t census.

11 Roston should be visited b another
big fire Chief Cheswell would be abhle
£ concentrate 43 steam flie ongines on
his obiective point, together with the

ho en
tollows:

Bteam fire engines—Twelvo {u city
%mper, tour in East Boston, six in South

oston, five In Roxbury, six in Dor-
chester, three in Chatlestown, four 1n
West Roxbury and three in Brignton,

ireboat—0One, located India whait

Horse hose wagons—Forty-thiee, in-
ented as follows, Twelve in c1ty morer,
four in East ljoston, six in South [os-
ton, five In_Roxbury, -1X in Dorchaster,
three in Charlestown, four i West
Roxbury and three in Brighton

In addition tn these engines In the tire
houses there are 10 engines in 1eserve
which could be pressed into wervice,
making 03 englnes In all, more than
twice the number that Baltimore was
ahla to send to its fire.

Bosaton also has a spare firehoat which
cnuld be put into commssion If tha cir-
cumstances permitted it

The total force on the fire depart-
ment pavroll is 8%, about 300 represent-
ing the actual ighting force.

‘The chief of the department has two
assistants and 11 district echiefs, all of
whom ate men of acknowladged abilt-
ties as ilig fighteiy.

There are 18 ladder companies in the
Boston department, as against 11 In the

altirnore department. Baltimore has

ut three chemicals, Boston has 10,
three of which are in the city proper.

Phe department also has In reservo
a number of ladder trucks, chemical en-
gines and hose wagons, all of which
¢ould ba put Into service at short notlce.
There are albo two water towers in tha
department, The Boston pintactive de-

artment 18 much larger than that of

“Itimore

Portable extinguleheors are earried on
all ladder trucks and are also tocatcd
in the different fiie ongine houses, Tho

cpartment has 22 coal wagony, cach

gine companids are located ag

for her fire dosmx‘umn:
to Mayor Collins Commissioner Rus-
gcll commeanded the men of the depart-
niut and wounded a warning about
bwlding modorn structures close to-
gether, ohserving

“Ihe dreaded  eontlagration has not
evertaken ua vat, and, while good foi-
tune has plaved a part in the <atls-
jactoy  tesult ttvined, the retiviny
ard abitity with whice the membeis
of tlns depatment hive handled the
efpe nethened  appuntue are,  in mvy
opinfon, the main cause of our suecess;
but it s a Httle uaiscouraging to ~ce
now  yeal atter year the old condi-
nons continue by the huilding of
wooden structuied clo~e  together in
those parts of the clty which offer
tempung bait for conflagrations, not 1o
mention the tinder-boxes {n the heatt of
the city.”

"The necompanying map shows the le-
catinn of the different pieces of appara-
fus in the Boston flie departinent. The
monner in which the apparatus is dis-
!tJll"A";utcd is sliown in the following ta-

(L

Bocten firo  department—Henry 8
Busscll, fite camumissioner; Wilttam T
Chrawell, chief at Jdepartment, John A
Muilor. assistant chicf, Nathan L JTuse
oy necend dssistant chlefs Down 3
Flunders superintendent of fire alarms;
Henry M Hawkins, superintendent of
repairs; George W. Stimpson, veterin-
ary surgeon.

The [Bustou fira department was or-
ganized in 1887, It {3 in charge of nne
commissloner, who has entire control of
tre dopartment, a chief, first and second
nasistang chiefs, 11 district chiefs, each
in charge of a fire dlstiiet, superin-
tendent of fite alarms and offieers, en-
pimemen, telegraph operators, etc.

STEAM FINRE ENGINES,
No. 1-—Doichester 'st, corner

N O, 4th,
South Boston.

No 8-Salem st.
No. y—Paris st, ¥ast Boston.
No 10—>Mt Vernon st, corner River.

o 11—Corner Saratoga and DByron
sts, Joast Boeton
No 1l—pbudley st, tovhury.

No. Li-abot st, Rosburs.,

No 14-Center st, Rotbuy

No 1&-Cornet Biroadway
chester oy

No ly—Temple <t

No. 1T—Mceting 1
ter

No. 18—Harvard sf, Dorchsestel,

No I=-Norfollt «t, Douiehestel.

No 2k-Walnut st, Dorchestor,

No. 21--Colunuuvla roand, Doichesten

No. 22--Warrin av,

No. 23—Northumpton st.

No 24—Cornel Wairen and Quiney sts.

No 2--Fort 11ill sq

and Dor-

Dotehester,
fouse Iiill, Dorehes-

Nos 26 and 33--2leson st.
No. --Eim s, Chailestown,
No 28—Ceonter st, West Roxhury

29~Chostnut Hill av, Brighton,
. $0~Center st, West Roxbary.
33—k 1hit st, Charlestown,
. A—Loyleton <t,
{—Weutern av, Rrighton,
. JSh—Manument st, Charlestown.
0. $37—Lengwood av.
Nos 36 und J9- Congross st
No 4)--Sumner st, Bast Boston.
No. 41~Harvmid av, Brighton
No. 42-Fgleston Square,
No. 43— Andrew g, South Boston
No. §4—-Berth at india wharf, tireboat.
No. 45 -Poplar st. West Roxbury.

LADDL.R TRUCKS

o, I—TFtiend st.

v, 2—Parfy <1, Bast Boaton,

No 3--Ilarrlson av, corncr
tol st

Ne, 4—Dudley t, Roxbury,

No, 6—Iourlh st, ne 1 Darchestar st

No. 6—Temple st, porehester.
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No. 15—Varren av.

No, 14—-Tort Efll sq
No, 1b--Boyiston and Hereford sts.

No. Io—Popular st, West Aoxbary.

Do F—=llnirison av

No IS--Phttshurg st

COMBINATION COMPANILS.

Combination company No, 1-Dorches-

ter anv, A<himont,

Combination company No. 2~i‘ourth
st, near K «t, Suuth Boston
Combination company No 3—Audrew

sq. South Hosten

Combination _company No  {—Corner
Saratoga and Byron ste, Inast Tostan,

Combinat.on  compauy No. b—2onu-
ment st, Charlestown,

Combination  company Nbo,. 6—Grove
1i.ll, Dorchester.

Combination company No. 7-—-Winthrop
st, Charlestown.

Combination company No. 8-North
Grove st ; .

Combanation company No. 8—Cs L
West Roahury. rany nter st,

Combinativn compary No 10-—Long-
\\ucml ;} "

ombination company No., 11--W7g

st, Doichester. P Walnut

Water tower No, 1—Bulfinch st.

Water tower No 2~Fire headquarters
Bristol st. ’

IWrecking wagon—Flire headquarters
Bristol st. '

CHEMICAT, ENGINTES.

No. 1—Bulfinch st.

No. S—Church st,

No 4—Shawmut av.

Nn b-Fgleston Square,

No o6—Harvard av, near Cambridge
t, Brighton

@

No T—Saratoga st, Bast Boston.
No, §—1 st, South Boston.

No, 4—=>Matn st, Charlestown,
o ah-=1lastis o, Roxbury
No 12-Tremout st, Roxbwy.



