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" FIREMEN VOTING ON IT.

Question of Starting on Day Off at
8 or 10 A M—Capt Smith Gets
Letter of Commendation.

The question that is agitating every
member of the Boston fire department
Just now is, *‘Shall the time of starting
days oft be changed from 10 o'clock to
8 o'clock?"

Luring tite past few months Fire Com«
missfoner Wells has recelved mnum~
crable requests from members of the des
partment who desired to have the tima
of starting thelr days off brought fore
ward two hours.

The commissioner decided to *“put it
up” to the members of the department
themselves. When he sprung the mat-
ter of starting the days off two hours
carlier theie was {mmediate opposi
tion from the boys who wantid ©
have the time remain at 10 o'clock, <«
the request was modified to calling f(r
days off to begin at 8 a m during June,
+uly, August and September.

This proposal also was grected with
& protest, so the commission decided 1
put the matter to a vote, and accord-
Ingly notitled every fire leader in the
department to have his subordinates
vote on the matter and send their bal-
lots to headquarters.

Yesterday many ballots armved at
the Bristol-st bufiding and today thers
were many more, and it is expected thut
1t will be fully a fortnight beiore the
total vote ig received, owing to the
fact that many men who are on ‘a-
cation must be heard from before the
votes are counted.

Many firemen who have a pretty far
idea of how the voting is going have
been surprised owing to the good show-
1??' made by the men who want the day
off to start at 8 a m.

Those desiring to have the day off
etart at that hour say that golng anay
at 10 o'clock deprives them of several
hours pleasure, &8s many excursions anl
Ficmc parties start from town long he-
ore roll call.

If the 8 o’clock men win out it mears
that the meal hours for the summer
months In the different houscs will havy
to be shifted ar#id so too miny mea
vt”m not be away from quartcrs at ong
time,

The mystery surrounding the missng
letter of thanks due Capt Charles P.
Smith of engne 1, was clearcd at heale
quarters this morning when the coms
missioner granted Smith o commenda-
tory letter for responding to an alarm
from box 123 while off duty.

Another man who was with Suith Sun-
day received his commendation a fev
days ago, and the popular South Boston
leader had an idea that he had beed
passed by, but discovered today that it
'was all a mistake.
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