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HONORED BY FIREMEN.

The Historic Name of
Melvill,

(Yho Dore the Kame Se Long Cherished
in the Department,

The Venerable Pitoher Now the Property
of the City of Boston.

For a century the name of Melvill has
been connected with the Boston fire depart-
ment as that of a tiro warden, and later as
the namo of several fire engines, both hapnd
and steam.

Maj. Thomas Melvill for 47 consecutive
years, from 1779 to 1826, was a fire ward of
the town apnd city of Boston: the last 25
vears of that period he served as chairman
of the toard of fire wardens, a position of
equal importance 1 those davs to that of
chief of department in later yoars. Hewas
chairman of that board at the time it wae
legislated out of existence and a board of
engineers substituted therefor and Col.
sSamuel D. Harris elected chief engineer, in
1826,

Maj. Melvill was born in Boston Jan. 15,
1751. His father, Allen Melvill. was the
son of a clergyman of Sceone, 1n the village
of Leven, county of Fife, Scotland. where
hoe was born and hived until 1748, when he
came to this country and established lim-
solf 1In a mercantile busifiess in Boston.
1le married Jane, 2 daughter of David Cars
gill of Londonderry, N. .. but a native of
Sngland. ‘Thomas Melviil, the suvject of
this article. was their only son, who was
loft an orphan when 10 vears of age, and
placea under the care of his grandmother.
116 was cducated in the Boston public
schonis, and graduated from Princeton Col
lege 1 1769,

I'o please his relatives he stadied for the
mimstry for a year or o0, when his health
became impaired and he decided to_ enter
the mercantilo busmess. He visited Furope
for the purpose of acquiring practical infor
matjon relative to the 1mporting business
and to establish a coriespondence with
some leading commercial houscs in London
and elsewhere. fle was in London when
the celobrated John Wilkes was cxpelled
from the House of Commons and committed
to the Tower for_writing the famous 15th
number of the Noxth Hriton. le partici
pated 1n the events connected therewith.
being an intense lover of liberty and an
ardent hater ot tyramnv. He afterwards
had a watch made with the figures 45"
engraved on the ¢age, 1n cOMmMEmMOration of
that event and Ins devotion

‘I'o tho Rights of Man.

e was ons 6f that immortal band who1n
December, 1773, boarded the English tiest
in Jjoston harbor and threw their rich carga
of tea nto the water. He was an active
participant in all the leading events
which resulted in the revolution. He

was a captain in  the first regiment
of volunteers raised 1n_ Massachusetts
and assigned to a command in Col. Craft’s
artiliery ~orps. When the British evacu-
ated Busion he was in command of the
toices on Nantasket leights, which
witched the movements and hastened the
departure ot tho British tiest, 1le was 1n
the [thods Island expedition when the tkna-
hist forces were compelled to abandon New-
port, He was commissioned a major dur-
ng thiscampaign, On his retarr to Boston
with his command garrison duty only was
done until the close of the war, when
ha was appointed naval officer, and when
the Federal government was eatablished he
was appointed surveyor of the pmt of
Boston ant was the first person to hold
those two important positions, Afterwards
he was transferred to the naval oince.which
poaition he hirst held and for 40 years he
was constant 1n the active and aithiul dis-
charge of the duules of that office, retiring
when nearly 80 yaars of age.

After lus retirement he was annually
nlected to the State l.egislature umtil s
death 1n 1832,

He possessed many social and domestic
virtues and was honored and loved by all.
He was active 1n all things that would ad-
vance the morality, intellizence and pros-
perity of e fellow-countrymen. His
benohcence was universal and be wag a
large and willing giver to deserving charity.
Hle was a true Christian of the olden type.

Ie lived for many vears in Green st., near
the old church, now o paper box factorv,
Alwavs at mght, when there was an alarm
of fire. he would place alight in his front
window, and after he retired from the ser
vice he would always come to his door, both
night and day, and salute the fire company
1n_that sectlon when 1t passed.

He was 2 most active commander and
took o great interest

in the Fire Service.

When he retired his colleagnes on the fire
wards board prosented lim with & silver
pitcher.

There was a fire in a residence on Green
st., near Ma, BMelvill’s homo, Sept. 7, 1822,
vt noon, and he tovk an active part 1 its
extingmishment, more than the infirmities,
mcident to old age, warranted his doing,
but fire enthusiagm Wwas greater than
his  yvitality, and his overexert:ons re-
sulted n a  sevare  cold, *foliowed
Uy harrha a of a violent nature from which
he wns unable to recover, and passed away
at 9 o'clock Sunday evening, Sopt. 16, 1837,
at the age of i years, e was buned the
following Wednesuay  with  fireman’s
honors, the Melvill #ngine comvpany, 1., in
charge. IIis remains now he m King's
chapel burial ground.

tn April. 1842 Rapid engine company, 13,
located In l.everetty st., petitioped the
board of enmmneers, of which T.C, Amory
way then chief, to change 1ts name to
Malvill, in Ma). Melvill’s honor.

This request was granted, and June 20
this comvanv, of which Charles N, Robin-
son was then foreman, with a new engine
bearmmg the nameof Melvill, varaded the
streets. and 1n_ front of May Melvill’s
house zave an exhibition of the engine and
a test of 1ts working aualities. This sceno
was made the sub,ect of an_ o0il panting,
which now hangs in the old State House
with the collection of the Bostonian Sociaty.
After the drill Mai, Melvill presented tha
company with the ofiicial staff which he
carried to fires for 47 consecutive years., A
complimentary banquet was tendered
Maj. Meivail that eveninw by this com-
punv. Clyef Amory and inany other depart.
ment and city officinls wero present. .

At the request of Mra.I'riscilla Melvill,the
oticers of the Melvill enygine_company as.
sembled at her residence on Green st., Jan.
1], 1833, and received from her the silver
pitcher vresented to her departed husband,
by the old board of fire wards, which he re.
quested be presented to the company bear-
ing his name after his death. Mrs, Melvil]
was at this time on her death bed, and it
was with considarable efiort that she pre.
sented the ﬁltche!‘, with the understanding
that 1t "be held ana enjoyed by the present
and all succeeding commpanies attached tc

Eunrcine Melvill,”

At a subsequent meeting of the company
prooer action was taken on the receipt ol
so valuable a gift, and a compact made tc
the effect that the mtcher should always be
the proverty of the city of Boston, for the
especial use of the engine company belong.
1ng 1o the Melvill, and that when the name
Maelvill should cease to be attached to any
fire company the pitcher should become
tha pronerty of the Boston fire departinent.

Aclviit ensnine, 13, became Melvill, No. ¢,
whon the department wns reorganized in
1352, and when steam superseded muscle
in the early ti0s the saine name and number
were rotained and remaimned as such until
the rire comniission came 1, in 15374, when
the name Melvill was discontinted, as were
thon all numes on avparatus

For 40 years the name Aelyvit! had been
attached to a piece of Boston’s fire appara-
tus \n active service in honor of one who
was for almost o hall century one of the
hoad department otticials and for a quarter
ot a century 1ts chief,

in 1874 this pitcher, then deposited inone
of Hoston's oldest banks, in accordance
with the presentation agreement, berame
tho nropuerty of the fire department, and 1s
probavly now 1n the fire commssioners’

omice.

The name Maelrill did not cease ax a namo
for an engine company when Boston aban.
donsd it in 1874. When the old hand
engines were sold the old Alelwill, No. s,
went to the town of Southbridee, where its
name was retained antil 1883, when the
engine was sold 1o the Boston Veteran
Firemen’s Associztion. which of all
bogies was the one most proper ta
have that engine and retain so illustrious a
pame as Meivill 1n the fire sarvice of Bos-
ton. _ This organization, howaver, lass year
decided that the name Aelvill shoaid cease
toappearon 2ny piece of hres annaratus,
and 57 years after that honored name was
first used for an engiue, thrse whom 1t
woula be snpoosed would be the last to send
it 10to oblivion. substituted therefor the
less appropriate name of Boston Vet,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



