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™" LIGHTER ENGINES WANTED.

Views of Firemen on the Superiority of
Light Apparatus for Suburban Towns
—Roxbury’s New Machine.

At a celebration last evening, at engine
company 24’s house, Warren ana Quincy
streets, Roxbury, at which many vrominent
firemen and veterans In fire department
c.rcles were present, Fire Comnmissioner
Richard T Tobin and others strongly ad-
vocated the adoption ol lighter hre ¢ngines
in place oI the heavy ones now in
use, particularly in the suburban d.stricts.
Cantain Tobin, who has thoroughly investi-
gated the sub ect, has satisfied himself that
lighter machines <hould take the place of
hcavy ones. on the ground that they could
be hauled to the fires quicker. The occasion
for the reception was the arrivalof an-w
and beautiful engine of the kind desctibed.

After a collation had been served Capiain
D. C. Bickford catled the meeting to order.
He «zid he was proud of the new engine,
ana that he appreciated the assistance the
commsssioners had rendeied Inm in his
efforis to put out fires in hi, imvortant sec-
tion of Roxbury, Capta n Bickiord called
uvon Iistrict Chief Munroe, who spoke at
consi lerable length on the advantages of
the new engine and of the great importance
of the district where 1t is uow in comm s-
S10n

Captain Tobin of the fire commissioners
refe red to the unavoidavle alsenceof the
other two commiss oners, said he felt the
engme was very ladly needed in the
locality. He believed that many of the
larger engines should b substituted by
lx}:hter ones. He said that the new encine
of comnany 24 was as good as any 11 Bos-
ton, although there are many in use which
are larger and more poweilul,  She
is as powerful as any sc ond-class
engne In t'e service, althongh she was
built for a third-class marlune. We feel
that if you can get out anick and lose time
on the road, it is no advantage to have
these very heavy engines. A lIizh er engine
can he mn mauch taster on such streets as
i;(_:u have in Roxbary. Cantain Tob.n spoke

indly of tue eficiency of engine :4, and
closed by giving several other reasons as to
why lizh er ergines should take the place,
f‘nrucu]arly in the suburban teiritory, of

eavy apparatus,
he next speaker was Uhief Engineer
Webber of the Bostn fiie department. He
advocated lighter engines, I-?d had similar
"i‘ ecvs on the matter to those of Captain
obin.

John S. Damiell, inspector of buildings,
was pleased with the new enpme. He
didn’t belleve m heavy engines.  Speed and
lighit machmes is what is necded.

The new inichine is snuoright dovble
engine, haudsoinely nickel-plated, and has
a counceting tad insteadrot t‘;xc Iink mution,
1t has been carefully tested in the presence
of tha fire comm-ssioners and experts, who
p onounce it exeellent appaiatns

Among the many pre-ent losg evening
were Commussioner Lobin, Dirert: rConant
of base bLall faine, John $. Damrell Ass st~
ant Inspector krye, bul:sing de; aitment;
Chief I eineer Webior, Capta'n Willis,
Captain G over. ensine 17; Cabtein B rd,
hook and ladder 7: Captain Powers, hook
and Jadder 42 Caprain McCarthy, engme 12;
Listriet Chief Sawyer, District Ch of Mun:
roe, Listriot Ch ef” Hewins, . ohn f.aca n,
engine 23; John F. Woodward. engine 23
Henrv Demp-ey of the repmr shop: ox.
Hoseman Moses Hubbmd, 275 ex.Hosemuin
J. B. Burgess, 24 ex-Hoseman Woodward,
ex-Hoseman Beals, Hemy Hayes, John Cils
licoty, ex-ongineir, 2 : ex-Assistant Eng.
neer Wilkinson, 24; Walter Pierce, now of
engine 12,
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