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“SMOKE CHEWERS" FIGHT FOR
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Btairway battles at big fires are not
M1 uncommon occurrence nowadays
mong the members of fira companles

the Boston department., To achleve
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the distinction of belng the flrst com-
pany to get water on the fire is con-
sidered a great honor in the fire Qde-
partmant and the fignts between the

members of the city proper companles

to galn this great honor are always

thritling and interesting to witnesses.
1t is In the early hours of the saerning,
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when the clty sleeps, that the banner
fire companles of the city may be seen
at thelr best &t a LIg fire. At thai time
the sweets are praotically deserted oy

tratile, verv few persons are about, and

unusually good time
seene of the fire

About 1 in the morning, say, an alarm
ts rcc«:lve'l from hox §2, the “firemen's
terror.” which Is located at the corner
of Bedford and Linccln sts. When that
box comes in on the tapper the firemen
are positive that theie will be <ome-
thing Jdolug, as In nlmost every past nc-
caslon the sounding of the box has
meant 1 pretty stubbotn blaze for the
laddies te fight.

Even the intelligent fire horses known
what the sounding of box 68 means,
and dg 1t as recelved on the lttle silent
tapper in the houses of engine 7, East
st and engire 24 Mas<on st, the tramed
stecds statlened W these houses aump
to thelr fect and paw the floor, impa-
Ueatly awaiung the opening of the stall
doors

The man at the patrol desk pulls the,
huse gong and in about 10 seconds the
members of the company ate on the
main loer. Then the man at the desg
pulis the othe: switch, releasing the
borses. ‘Flie anlmals at the above men-
uoned companles arve so well trafned
that thev hack mto their places with-
out any assistance from the firemen,
‘Che dtlvears jump to thelr seats and
grasp the refuns before the horses are
hitehed and ate ready to start the ani-
mals on a word Nnom the captain. To
509 2 quick hiteh, such as ure made in
engine 7 and engine 26 fs more than in-
teresting

While ail this going on, the men on
duty at steamer 7 are thinking of but
one thing, and that is to beat engine
26 to the fire and get iirst water. The
beys on duiy at Mason st are right on
edge and their dewire i3 to give the
boys at “Tiger 7" a gond trimming, As
the company leaves uarters the driver
and many of the hosemen are without
coals. ‘T'he donning of coats before
leaving quaricis is o practice that mem-
bers of city proper tire companles never
fndulge in. If they find time to put a
coat on while on the way to the fire
well and good, hut to take the time
to put ona on before leaving quarters
is something that intown captains do
not believe in.

The races to the fire are always in-
teresting. lingine 7 is driven bv Davld
I, Brooks, while Charles A. Fernald,
1ecognized as the premier driver of the
seivice, drives 96 Both companies have
to go about an equal distance to hox 63,
and as they reach tha scene ot the blaze
the flght I= for the best hydrant,

I the fiie fs a good one, the driver,
engincers and hosemen will lose no
tlme in making connections, while the
officers and the hosemen will start to
nill off the lines of hese  Every mem-
‘»cl of hoth ecompanies, 7 and 26, are
at wok, and the speed with which they
go through the varlous maneuvers is
wonderful. The companles are at the
fire less than a minute when four or
five men pulling o linc of hose may he
seen making for the stilrway of the
burning building, 1f it is posaible to
direct & stream trom that place.

1n a few «econds the second compan
In will make for the staliway, with
thelr line of hose, and persons watching
the Dblaze know when they hear the
folloning c1y, “Water, water,” that the
battle is on. Aagain tiie ciy 1s repeated
and o few seconds liter the <ound of
water splashing In the intetlor of the
innlding  wilt tell that the battic has
LBeen won by one of the companies,

As a means of consolation the beaten
company wili endeavor (o pass the vie-
tore and get o better sticem on the
blaze, while the vietors witi Jdo thenr
best to hold tnem hack  Howemen hase
Feen known to hold the line of hace
while standing in water up to their
kneez for more than <ix hours Clouds
of smoke, ilying sparks, falling plaster
and tnitents of water coming from
above in no way effect them, and they
tiold their perious position calmly and
with pride until they receive word from
thelr commenders to make up and re-
turn to quarters . .

'o hold theiwr positions on the stair-
way and put up such a stft fight a firc
company must be well provided with a
force of “smoke chewers' Smoke chew-
ers are more than essential to a fire
company. Iingine 7, East st, has alwaysg
hed a full supply of smoke chewers,
which accounts for their long string of
victorles at fires during the past 2
years, “'Old Tiger 7' was never behind
at getting in and making good at a fire,
and up to the present day its reputation
shines out as the best,

By many fireflghting is now considered
an art, while others treat it as a sci-
ence. Companies can easlly get along
without tho sclence and the art while
ﬂghtln% fires, but at all tlmes they re-
quire the asslstance of the “‘simoke
cpewers"™

can be made to the

Mons poraons Whe talte bun Mams fn-

terest in ﬂrcﬂghlinsi will ask what a
smoke chewer is? In fire depaitment
circles o “smoke chewer” §s a man who
can inhale a good amount of smoke and
can hold the fite line in a smoky place
without giving out.

There are manv of these men in the
fire service, and they are always n wel-
come addltfon to a city proper company.
The “smoke chewers” have hut one
means of relief By applving a wet
sponge to the nose frequently tempo-
rary relief is afforded, and with the usc
of the sponge the fireman can heid his
own a lengthy petied.

In a stairway battle the good-natured
rivalry that exists between the mem-
bers of the two compnnies is commend-
able. The men tight for the glory, and
fizht hard, too, but the minute that a
biother treman falls, oicrcome by
smoke, there are many willing hands
rendy to assirt him to a place of safety.

‘These battles have been in existence
for some time, and have been the means
of drawing more than one fire crank
from a warm bed to the scenc of a fire
on a cold winter's morning, The samea
questions are asked bv all citanks on
reaching the fire: What comnany was
first on? Who got first water?

Recently engine 7 has been trimming
2 timo and time to fires and that they
would get firgt water was looked upon
g a certainty. The excuse offered at
26 was that stcamer 7 had a full supply
of full fledged fire fighters, who could
boast of several years of experiece.
Emune 26 up to o few weeks ago has
boen the staiting point of the career of
many firemer.

Many of the probation men were gent
to the howae, ard as they were green
m the business, their lack of experience
dtd not help 25 a bit in the battles with
engine 7. About two weeks ago three
prubation men, James J. Hourthan, John
J Awrphy and Charles J, Fleming were
transieried from engine 26 and in themw

laces were secured three star men who
have always made good at fire fighting.
he new ncquisitions were Dennis Dris-
coll of engine 7, Joseoh M, Wood of en-
gire § aud Michael E. McCarthy of lad-
der 17 Sinee the company has been
strengthened no opporiunity for a bat-
le has artived.

Box 5* was sounded on Tuesday even-
ing while both the companies were at
box 4. The boys at 26 are now quite
confident of victory and are awaiting
the call of the tapper, and the next bat-
tle with “Tiger 7'’ they say will be a real
test of speed and endurance.

Anmong the captains of the department
who always were kno'wn for their smoke-
chewing ability and who can be counted
upon to deliver the goods on all occa-
sions is Capt Charles P, Smith of engmne
1. South Boston. As a member of the
South Roston company he has scarcely
any opportunity to show what he is ca-
pable of, but his past record is brilllant
and throughout the country he is known
as a fearlesa fire fighter,

Another captain who has always done
his bit is Capt James J O'Conner of en-
gine 5, Fast st As the commander of
““Tiger 7, he has an unusually good
oppartunity to show his knowledge of
fire fizhting, and the victories of his
company epeak for his good work,

Capt Peter Callahan of engine 4, Bul-
flnch st; Capt Ienry A TFox of engine
6, Leverett st; Capt Michael J. Xennedy
of engine 25, Tort Hill sq; Capt John T,
Byron of engines 26-25, Mason et; Capt
Stephen J. Ryder of engines 38-39, Con-
gress <ty Capt Idward J _Shallow of
ladder 1. Wanen =q, Capt Ilenry Web-
ber of ladder 3, Harrison av; Capt Ed-
ward L, Locke of ladder 5, West 4th st,
South Boston: Capt Joseph I, Kenney
of ladder §, Fort HIill sq; Capt Charles
T. Adams of ladder 17, Harrison ayv, and
Capt Allan MacDonald _of _ ladder 18,
Pittshutg «t, Cavts John W, Murphy <n-
gine 3 adbert R, Johnson engme 12 and
Michael Mulhgan enginu 22, are other
commarders who have gamed reputa-
tion~ a« lenders, and who can chew the
~nioke 1 eocd style,

Among the heutenants of the flre serv-
ice who are 1egarded as good smoke
chewers are William T° TFicld of engine
3, Ilarrison av, Frank A. Sweeney of
c1 gine 4, Bulfinelt st; John J. Gavin of
engine 6, Leverett st; Walter M. Mc-
I.ean of engine 8, Salem st; Thomas I,
Conroy of engine 13, Cahot st; Martin
Mulligan of engine 15, Dorchester av;
Jamos J Caine of englne 25, Fort Hill
sq; George N Dunn and George B. Nor-
ton of the Mason-st double company;
Michael D. Greene of engine 33, Boyl-
ston st; William M., Lynch of engines
38-39, Congress <t; James F. Ryan of
ladder 3, Hairison av, Mortimer M. Cro-
nin of ladder 4, Dudley st; Edward J.
Conners of ladder 5, West 4th st, South
Boston; Joseph Dolan of ladder ¥, Fort
Hill sq; Charles W. Conway of ladder 13,
Warren av; Patrick M _Lanergan of lad-
der 14, Fort Hill sq; Michacl J. Nolan
of ladder 17, Harrison av;_ Alfred J,
Cauifield of combination ladder 2, East
4th st. South Boston, and Peter E. Walsh

. of_comblnation ladder 8, Grove Hall
i Amonz ine swar nhosemen of the city
ia Ratoy B\ Matthemm of angloe 3, Des.
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chester st, South Boston. During his
160 vears of service he has always de-
Hvered the goods. The way he can
swallow the smoke amazes all. For
many years e was stationed at ladder
1 in the city proper, and he is looked
upon as one of the star hoscmen of
the city.

Michael J. Techan of engine 4 is
auother hoseman who can eat the
smoke in good style. His record as a
life saver is well known, and his name
adorns the department roll of merit.
When Techan quit the fire service three
years ago te joln the police force, the
regret was general. While in the per-
formance of his duties as a '‘copper”
he was frequently detailed to big fires.
There he heard the old, familiar cry for
water and witnessed the struggle on
the staiiway. The sight was too much
for Michael, so he disearded his helmet
and returned to the fire department.

For more than 10 years senior hose-
man George A. Carney of engine 6 has
heen stationed down in the West End,
and to him jt is not an unusual sight
to see the ‘“1ed stuff’” coming pouring
out of hulldings. Firemen of the Car-
ney stamp are right at homo with the
“red stuff,” and by all Carney is con-
sidered a first-class hoseman.

At engine 7, the home of the brave,
there are several star men. Hoseman
Martin Kenealy in particular has dis-
tinguished himself on several occasions,
and for his brave acts his name was
placed on the department roll of merit.

“Jake” Reynolds of engine 16, Dor-
chester av, Is another laddie who chews
the smoke with a vigor, Many fire cap-
tains have =aid that Reynolds can
hold a line of hose In the thickest of the
smoke, and some of his recent per-
formances at big fires bear their state-
ments out,

Michael F. O'Brien of engine 25, Fort
Hill s8q, is also a star performer in the
nmoke eating hine. As senior hoseman of
the Fort Hill sq steamer, he is always
in the thick of the battle and is said to
be one of the best in the business.

At the Mason st double company is
stationed Denis Driscoll, recently trans-
ferred from engine 7. Ilis brave acts
have won for him commendation and
honor, and his loss was a severe hlow to
the members of '“Tiger 7. He occu-
pies a position in the foremost rank as
a fireman, and is right at home i1n the
heat of the fray.

Over in Charlestown may be found
“Tim’’ Hefiron, now attached to en-
gine 27, Elm st. Ior many years he was
on duty with engine 4, Bulfinch st, and
his great work while a member of that
company will long be remembored. Two
years agc he was said to be onc of the
best hosemen sin the ecity, and as a
member of the Charlestown company he
continues to render efficient service.

Ladderman_ Ilamilton McClay of lad-
der 1, Friend st, it another good fire-
man who loses no time in getting right
into his work on reaching the fire. At
the Bowdoin-sq_hotel fire and at other
fires he has shown himself to be a
clever fireman.

Ladderman James D. Fitzgerald of
ladder 5, West 4th st. South Boston was
in his day one of the best hosemen in
the city. While at engine 19 and engine
S hie could eat the embke with the best
of them and as a member of ladder 5 he
continues to deliver the goods.

In Willlam F. Magner and Florence
Donoghue, ladder 8 has two star ladder-
men who are always 1ight there with
the goods Both men have distinguished
themselves and are among Col Russell's
most capable fire fighters

AMichael I Sylva of ladder 17, during
hig cight vears’ stov in the service, ha-
proven himself a hoera on more than
one occasion. Svilt1, harvavaer, 1s not o
believer in individual work., but goes
right in_on a line to put the fire our.
Joseph P. Hanfon of the same company
is another good man.

Other good smoke-chewersare hosemen
Chatles "Whiting of engie i, Daniel I.
Bell and George . Dowling of engine 4
Patrick . Mcleavey of engine 4, Jnmes
1. Nolan and Joseph A. tWebher of en-
gine v George A.- Waggett and John I\
MceBride of engine 7, Florence J. Sul-

hivan of engine R George C. Crafty of
‘engine 9, John Hogan of engine 10, John

E  Donoghue of engine 15, John J
Kippeberg of 22, James W. Garduer af
engine I, Daniel J O'Brien and Joseph
M Wood of eungine 26, Richard J. Mec-
Laaghlin and Cornchus J. Crowley ot
eugine 36, Michael J. Sullivan, Willinm
Hart and Frank I. Lyons, ecngines
358-39; Edward F, Featherston of engine
43, John S. Carney, ladder 1; John J.
Sullivan, ladder 2, Fied Adams, Frank
McArdle, Charles A. Donahue and
Micharl F. Haves, ladder 3; Daniel J,
Colden, ladder 5; John . Mooney, lad-
der 6: Patrick J. Norton, Iladder 7;
Henry Krake, ladder 8; George F. Doyle,
1adder 13; Michael J. Dacey, ladder 13;
Charles A, 1Wolto. }x%dd&t; 15; {:‘a\genceu;f.
McGaviny, ladder 17; Michasi C. -
£30. laddsy 15 and Jona A Doouen,

combination ladder 11, Danlel J. Bargus
engine 37, Joseph Smith chomical 4 and
Joseph F. McManus chemieal 6.

Ic. 1, Martin.



