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|AL"L REGRETTED THE TUBSS,

How Steam Fire Engines First Came
Into Use in Boston.

The exhibition trials of the new steam
fire engines purchased bv the city, which
will take place as fast as the machines ar-
rive, carries back the minds of older citi-
zens and veteran firemen to the trials of
steam fire engines when they were fiist in-
troducea somo S0 odd years ago. |

At that time there was a most intense
prejudice against their introduction by the
firemen, who loved the old hand engine .
and the pleasures they enjoyed therswith,
which they knew would be gone forever:
when steam superseded musele.

In 1850 and '60 Boston discarded all its|
hand engines for steam, as cid all the prin- |
cipal cities of the country. In fact Boston
was ono of the very first to adopt steam en-
gines, Cincinnati being the first and Boston
probably the second.

In 1864 Boston appointed a committee to
gg to Clncmnatl to mspect an engine, which

ey did. and made a most favorable report,
recommending the immediate {:urcha.se of
onue for this city,and on April 17 of that
year the City Council approvriated $9000
tor that nanose.

In due time the famous *‘Miles Green-
wood” steam fire ensize, named in honor
of the then chief of the Cincinnati fire
departiment, and the first steam fire enaine
1in thiscity, arrived, and after a satisfactory
test was put 1nto active service.

1t was a most heavy,cumbersome machine,
too much so to be practicable for the ordi-
nm‘y run of fire uty, it “'Olﬂhluﬂ some
eight tons, It was firstlocated in temporary
quarters 1n Haymarket square and after-
wards at the South City stables,

Its tirst fire of importance, and in fact the .
only fire at which 1t did satisfactory duty,
was at the burning of Gorrish Market, Absl
12, 1856, 1t was altered and repaired the
same year, but it never was suecessful, and
soon afterwards was sold and ultimately
went to the junk hemf

The board of on%neerq (or 18533, con-
sisting of George V Bu‘d. chief; John
Damrell, W. A.Green, N, W, Pratt, D. C
Meloon. avi (,lmm erlin, Zenas E.

Smith, George F. Hibbard, .Josaph Dun-
"bar and C. C. Henry, were, with but a few
1 exceptions, in favor of steam engines, and
1in compliance with their desiies the City
Council authorized a committee, of whigh !
Aldermap and salterwards Mayor o, H.'
Wightman was chairman, to arrange tora
public competitive test of the diferent
saterns of enzlnes. oven to all builders who

egired to enter.
| Three prizes were offersd—the first $500.
| second $300, and third $00, to be awarded
to the three engines possessing the most‘

erits,

'lhe dayot trials came, and with it hun-
dreds of firemen and thousands of citizens
who were greatly interested in the trials.
Firemen from all sections who were favor-
able or.ovposed to the new-fancled notion,
were present, and hesitated not to express
their minds,

The Lawrence. which took second prizo
and was bought by the city, was built 1
Lawrence. This engme weighed 7300
i)ounds. had 9-inch steam cylinders and ¢-

'lho Phﬂadelphln.. which took first vrize,
was built in the Quaker City, This engine
weighed 7455 pounds, had 10%-1hch steam
cylinders and 6-inch pumps,

tThg Lawrence, 7, located in Purchase
stree

‘The first organized company to_have a
steam ﬁre engine was Northern Liberty, |

Stover Jacobs, foreman, which '
'.hen Yny in North Bennet street; now m
Sa!em s treet.
No. 8, company, Samuel Abbott, |

Sr., forema.n. Washington 'street, near Do-
ver, in tie station now occupied by Hayes \
aerial truck, 13, was the second steamer |
company organized, and went into service
Dec.1, 1858,

Dec. 19, Mazepps, 8. ¥. E,, No. 1, went
into commission on Broadway, South
Boston, with W, H, Cunuingham, late dis.
trict chief of the Fort Hill district, foroman, | :

Maverick. S. F. E. 9, went into gervice,
Dec. 21, 1858, at East Boston, with J. P,
Somerby, foreman.

During the next two years the entire de-
partment was vnrovided with steam fire
engines and 1ts old hand engines were sold,
some going as far as South America.
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