To the Citizens of the Town of B
: e

THE Fire-Wards of Boftén, while they cordially asice
in the general fympathy excited in behalf of the fufferers by
the late conflagration, feel that there is great cauie to congrat.
ulate their Fellow-Citizens at large, that the progrefs of the
flames, which at one period feemed to threaten devaftation far
and wide, was at length fo happily arrefled. To the perfever.
ing exertions of thofe who laboured on this occafion, is the
Town indebted, under Divine Providence, for fo feafonable and
uacrpeded a check to the ravages of the deftroying element.

The Captains and Companies of the feveral Engines have
the united and individual of the Fire-Wards, for their
prompt exccution of orders in this trying inflance, as well as
for their readinefs, at all times, to encounter both fatigu¢ and
danger in the line of their duty.

In a town like Bofton, populots and extenfive, its buildings
compofed principally of combuitible ials, in many places
crowded together, and acceflible only by narrow fireets and av-
enues, it is more an incitement to vigiance, thin a caufe of
furprife, that the inhabitants are frequently fuammoned by the
alarm of Fire, and fometimes to witnefs fcenes like that re-
cently exhibited. A ) o

The Citizens of this Metropolis have long been &mm
for their {pirited and well dire&ted exertions on thefe di
emergencies ; and, as palt experience renders it but too proba-
ble that a neceflity for fimilar efforts will oftentimes occur, it is
of great importance, that the charaftsr they have fo juftly mer-
ited in this re(pe, fliould be maintained. Imprefled with this
convidion, and defirous of ':mderin as efficient as poffible the
fyftem of operations at fuch times, Fir¢-Wards are induced
to offer a few hints, which they hope will be thought ret wholly
undcferving of attention.

And in the firft place, the Fire-Wards cannor but lament
that there are often icen at Fires, {and that, too, in very confid-
erable numbers) thofe, who appear to be led thither by no
other motive than cariofity, who, far from being ferviceable, do
much injury; not only by their idle example, bt by occupying
fpaces which are wanted ::; others who 3:: willing wm
and by preffing in upon, obftruftin; ?ennons
as arey a.P&nzllyg cogaged in duty. l’\:ﬁsvm this defcription-
would do well to keep at a diftance from the immediate fcene of
adtion, where they cannot fail to excite the vexation of the Fire-
Wards, and the difguft, as well as difcontent, of the a&tive citizens
who witnefs their cold indifference. The Fire-Wards have alio,
at different times, experienced, g:!n pctré:ns of all c}agl'es in the
community, 2 mortifying difre to their prefling folicitations
for aid, irtlY the dif¢! ngof their official duty. 'Fhis duty, it
muf be acknowledged, is, at beft, arduous, and frequently re-
quires the co-operation of all the good citizens prefent, to give
it efe@. What then muft be the perplexity and einbarrafl-
ment of the Fire-Wards, if this co-operation be withheld, or but
partially and reludantly afforded ! Particularly difcouraging
is it, when they arc denicd the countenance and fupport of any,
whom they have been accuftomed to meet and refpec in the or-
dinary walks of life, and from whom they have a right to ex.
pect better things. It is true, the Fire-Wards have authority
o cnforce obedience to their orders ; but if much of their time
is occupied in this odious part of their duty, how can they at-
tend to dire& the exertions of the inhabitants for extinguifhing
the flames ?

To the influential men of every clafs, therefore, the Fire-
Wards muft look for affiftance, not only in conveying water to
the engines, but in preferving the lanes entire, and in animating
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incitement. . o,
8econdly, Great wle may ¥ made of
to fourteen years of age, who atte
placed as foon as pgible after their arriv
fide of lanes for fupplying the
being thus put forward, and are frequently more fleady in that
fituation than even meh, who are apt to leave it in queft of one
where they can do-mor€ good, while the Youth are fatisfied to
remain in it. Let it Ye enjoined by every Father. Guardian
and Mafter, upon tt8 Youth under his care, to take, on fuch
occafions, the poft above pointed out, which will train them in
the fervize, fo uggfary to be underflood, and give them a
knowledge i the management of fires, which pradice alone
can afford.

Thirdly, The Fire-Wards obferve, with much pleafure, that
many of the Fire Societiés in the town have increafed the num-
ber of their buckets to four-for each member, inftead of two, as
formerly 5 and it is fiuch 2o be withed, that all the Societies
would adopt the fame regulation. The want of buckets was
ferioufly felt for a thort time during the late fire.

Having faid: thus gouch, concerning the extinguifiment of

uty, both by

froms ten

2 Tiey gould be
on the eMPty-duckes
ines. ‘They feel a pride in

fires, the Fire-{Warls 1t Igghcither foreign to their fubjedt
nor their duty, to 4 brief remarks with a view to pre-
vention. R Y

They have been'u:semﬁmd in their exertions, to prevent the
fmoking of Segar® uf the ftreets, and conveying fire from one
houfe to another in open veflels, in Xiolation of the 6th and 7th
Sedions of a law paﬂl:lnin the year 1798, entitled “ An A& wo
fecure the Town of Bofton from Damage by Fire.” They
have profecuted fome perfons who Rave perfifted in the viola-
tion o? the law ; this however has produced but a very partial
remedy of the evil, nor will the nuifance be perfe&ly checked,
unitil the inhabitants generally become profecutors of the delin-
quents, or will hand their names, and furnifh proof to the Sec-
retary of the Fire-Wards, who has received inftru&ions to pur.
fue the violators of this good and wholefome Law, and bring
the offenders to punithment. The Fire-Wards therefore ear-
ncftly requeft the attention of the inhabitants of the town to
this point. 'T¢ thofe who allege that they cannot fpare from
their private avocations, the time neceffary to attend a legal
procefs, the Fire-Wards obferve, that fuch part of the fine as
accrues to them, on conviétion, will be relinquithed to the prof-
ecutors, which will fully compenfate the lofs of a few hours
from bufinefs.

In thus addrefling their Fellow-Citizens, the Fire-Wards are
fenfible they take upon themfelves a tafk, which their official
duty, however it may warrant, does not ftritly require ; they
are aware too, that in doing it, they expofe themficlves to the
firi®ures of thofe, who may i:ve views of the fubje&t different
from their own. ‘To the candid and judicious part of the com-
munity, however, the Fire-Wards cheerfully fubmit both their
remarks and their motives. For themfelves they haye only to
fay, that having had thofe opportunitics for obfervaticn pecu-
liar to their ftation, and confidering themfelves in fome meafure
the Guardizns of the public fafgy in the province affigned
them, they have thought it expedient under all circumftances,
in this manner to call the attention of their fellow-townfmen o
the objeéts above indicated.

By Order of the Fire-Wards,
ANDREW CUNNINGHAM, Sec’ry.
Bosrtow, January 1, 1802,
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Extrafl from the A% to fecure the Town of Boflon

Seer. 6. And be it further enaded, That every perfon who fhall carry
any fire through the fircets, lanes, or on any wharves, in faid town, except
in fome covered veffel, or fhall fmoke, or have in his or her pofieffion, any
ligh:ted pipe or fegar, in any ftreet, lane or paflage-way, or on any wharf in
fail! town, thall forfeic and pay for each and every offence, the fum of Twe
Duilars, to be recovered of the perfon fo offending, or of his parent, gnardi-
an, mafter or miftrefs, before any Juitice of the Peace of the County of Suf-
folk, vpon complaint made upon cath,

from Damage by Fire. Paffed Fune 27, 1798.

SECT. 7. And be it furtber emacted, That if any perfon fhall have in his
or her pofleflion, in any rope-walk within faid town, auny fire, lighted pipe
or fegar, candle or lamp, he fhall forfeit and pay for each offence, a fum not
exceeding One Hundred Dollers, nor lefs than Five Doilars, to be recovered
in any Coust proper to try the fame.

Extrad from the Aét, providing for the Storage and fafe Keeping of Gun-Powder in the Town of Byflon, and to prevent Damage
from the jame. Paffed Fune 19, 1801.

SzcT. 3. And be it further enafled, That no Gun-Powder fhall be kept
on board any Ship or other Veficl, lying to, or grounded at any Wharf
within the port of Bofton ; and if any Gun-Powder fhall be found on board
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fuch Ship or Vellcl, lying at any Wharf, or aground, fuch Powder fhall be
liable to confifcation, and under the fame penalty as if it were foultd lying
in any houfe or warchoulk.



