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FOREWORD

The original intent of this report was to provide a detailed
account of the five-alarm fire which swept Union Wharf on
November 2, 1952.  Subsequently, its scope has been enlarged.
The wharf fire, although one of the most spectacular in recent
years, is part of an even bigger story — the series of events on
Sunday, November 2, which taxed the Boston Fire Department
to the limit and created a situation fraught with danger for the
entire city. The resourcefulness and ingenuity with which the
department met and overcame the difficulties of this crucial
day provide an inspiring chapter in the annals of department
accomplishment.

Although millions of gallons of water were poured on fires
during the day, one step which may have done more than any-
thing else to prevent further untold disaster lay outside the
realm of fire fighting. Shortly after the fifth alarm was struek,
a message was carried by Boston radio stations at the request
of the department warning citizens that fire apparatus was
depleted due to the large number of simultaneous fires and
urging every precaution to avoid grass and brush fires. The
results of this unique appeal were immediately apparent.
Alarms for grass and brush fires, which had continued unabated
for days, dropped sharply. The sudden decrease is reflected
in the graph of fire alarms shown in the appendix of this report.
In the light of such favorable experience, the use of commercial
radio may be well worth considering for similar emergency
situations in the future,

Also deemed worthy of special note in this foreword is the
response of off-duty firemen who performed yeoman service at
the Union Wharf fire, many of them staying throughout the
night. Splendid cooperation was manifested by the Boston
Police Department, Red Cross, Salvation Army, United States
Navy, United States Coast Guard, Boston City Hospital, and
all similar emergency services.

_I*'inully, the attack on the Union Wharf fire was conducted
without an equipment breakdown of any kind. The water
supply was excellent, the fire alarm and radio operated per-
fectly, hose lines did not burst, equipment was first-class, and
a sufficient force was mobilized with efficiency and dispatch.
These facts are believed worthy of special mention because, as
Chief Stapleton has pointed out, good performance is frequently
taken for granted by the general public.

Respectfully submitted,

RoBerTsoN Page.







